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fility  and  Knowledge 
o  good  government  and 
the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools  and 
the  means  of  education  shall  forever  he 
encouraged, 
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as  an  Investment 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


CHAIRMAN 
Albert  E.  Clark 

CLERK 
Mrs.  William  P.  Argy 

COMMITTEE 

Name  Residence  Term  Expires 

Mrs.  William  P.  Argy  Turners  Falls  1941 

Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Charron  Turners  Falls  1939 

Albert  E.  Clark  Montague  1941 

Anthony  J.  Crean  Turners  Falls  1940 

Bernhard  Dirks  Montague  1939 

Clovis  N.  B.  Fournier  Turners  Falls  1939 

Joseph  A.  Harlow  Turners  Falls  1940 

William  P.  Luippold  Turners  Falls  1941 

Philip  D.  Shanahan  Turners  Falls  1940 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

Arthur  E.  Burke,  Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
Office :  Turners  Falls  High  School 

Secretary  to  Superintendent  of  Schools 

Catherine  M.  Kelley 
Telephone  319-3 


Office  open  from  8:30  to  12  and  1:15  to  5  p.m., 
daily.  Saturday,  9  to  12.  The  Superintendent  may  be 
seen  at  his  office,  by  appointment,  practically  any 
time.     Telephone  270. 
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CALENDAR  FOR  PERIOD  FROM 
January  to  June,  1939 


High  School 

Open  January  3,  1939 
Close  February  17,  1939 
Vacation  1  week 

7  weeks 

Open  February  27,  1939 
Close  April  14,  1939 
Vacation  1  week 

7  weeks 

Open  April  24,  1939 
Close  June  23,  1939 

9  weeks 

23  weeks 

Elementary  Schools 

Open  January  3,  1939 

Close  February  17,  1939  7  weeks 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  February  27,  1939 
Close  April  14,  1939  7  weeks 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  April  24,  1939 
Close  June  9,  1939  7  weeks 


21  weeks 


CALENDAR  FOR  1939-1940 

High  School 

Open  September  5,  1939 

Close  December  22,  1939  16  weeks 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  January  2,  1940 
Close  February  16,  1940  7  weeks 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  February  26,  1940 
Close  April  18,  1940  8  weeks 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  April  29,  1940 
Close  June  21,  1940  8  weeks 

39  weeks 
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CALENDAR  FOR  1939-1940 

Elementary  Schools 

Open  September  5,  1939 

Close  December  22,  1939  .       16  weeks 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  January  2,  1940 
Close  February  16,  1940  ^  7  weeks 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  February  26,  1940 
Close  April  18,  1940  8  weeks 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  April  29,  1940 
Close  June  7,  1940  ^  6  weeks 


37  weeks 


No  School  Signal  in  Turners  Falls 
and  Montague  City 

Whenever  it  seems  advisable  to  close  school  on  ac- 
count of  severe  weather  the  "No  School"  signal  will  be 
given.  At  7:15  a.m.,  two  blasts  of  the  gong  repeated 
once  (2-2)  will  signify  no  session  for  the  High  School. 
The  same  signal,  sounded  at  7  :45  a.m.,  or  at  12.30  p.m., 
will  indicate  no  session  for  the  elementary  schools. 
When  there  is  no  session  for  the  grades  in  the  morning 
it  is  to  be  assumed  that  there  will  be  school  in  the  after- 
noon unless  the  signal  is  sounded  again.  The  signal  will 
be  given  by  the  siren  of  the  Fire  Department. 

The  school  officials  will  also  notify  Station  WHAI 
and  the  management  of  the  station  has  agreed  to  ex- 
tend the  courtesy  of  announcing  the  "No  School"  sig- 
nal. Parents  and  pupils  are  advised  to  listen  in  for 
this  announcement  at  7:15  a.m.,  and  again  at  12:30 
p.m. 

No  School  Signal  in  Millers  Falls 

At  7:45  a.m.,  two  blasts  of  the  gong  repeated 
once  (2-2)  will  signify  no  session  for  the  Highland 
School.  The  same  signal,  sounded  at  12  noon,  will  in- 
dicate no  session  for  the  afternoon.  When  there  is 
no  session  of  the  Highland  School  in  the  morning  it  is 
assumed  that  there  will  be  no  session  in  the  afternoon. 
The  signal  at  Millers  Falls  will  be  rung  by  the  gong 
of  the  Fire  Station. 
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No  School  Signal  in  Montague  Center 

Whenever  the  "No  School"  signal  is  announced 
for  the  Montague  Center  School  the  principal  of  that 
building  will  be  notified.  He  will  communicate  with 
the  drivers  of  the  school  busses  who  will  use  every 
means  possible  to  get  this  information  to  the  pupils.  It 
is  suggested  that  the  pupils  of  this  precinct  listen  in  for 
the  radio  announcement  from  Station  WHAI. 


LIST  OF  TEACHERS 


Turners  Falls  High  School 


Name  of  Teacher  Position 

George  F.  Wrig-htson    Principal 


Earl  E.  Lorden 


Paul  E.  Shumway 


History 
Coach 


Science 


Joseph  J.  Sheff  Science 

Physical  Education 

Charles  H.  Galvin  Science 

Physical  Education 

Carl  Walz  German,  History 


Welcome  Ayer 
Alice  Teed 


English 
EngHsh 


Helen  McGillicuddy  English 

Evelyn  C.  Lindsay   Mathematics 
Florence  C.  Porter  French 


Alice  E.  Parsons 
Louise  Clark 


French 

English 

Latin 


Bernard  F.  Foley    Latin,  Math., 

Eng.,  History,  Science 

Olive  L.  Little  Commercial 


Where    Educated 


Began 
Service 


Holy  Cross  College,  Columbia, 
*Clark  Univ.,  (4)  1929 

*  Harvard  University 

University  of  N.  H.  1922 

*Springfield  College  (2) 
*Boston  Univ.,  Univ.  of  N.  H. 

(3) 

Mass  State  College  1927 

*M.LT.  (2)  M.S.C.  (2) 

Mass.    State   College  1933 


Norwich  University 


1931 
1934 


1929 


1932 
1928 
1934 


Amherst  College 

*  Columbia  University 
Oshkosh  Normal,  Smith  Col- 
lege, 1920 

*  Harvard,  Univ.  of  London 
Emerson  College 

*  Harvard,  *  Boston  Univ., 
*Univ.  of  N.  H.  (2) 

Conn.  Col.  for  Women 

Bates  College,  Columbia 

Middlebury  College 
*Penn.  State,  Middlebury  (2) 
*Univ.  of  Poitiers,  France 

Middlebury  College  1934 

*  Smith  College 

University  of  Vermont        1933 
*University  of  Maine 
Holy  Cross  College  1937 

Bay  Path  Institute  1926 

*  Simmons  (2)  *Harvard,  *  Ver- 
mont Univ.,  *Univ  of  Mich., 

*Conn.  State 


*  Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 

(2)    Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  same  school. 
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Marion  G.  Packard    Commercial 


Anna  L.  Shea 
Alice  H.  Reum 


Commercial 
Household  Arts 


Waldo  J.  Perkins  Manual 

Training 

Mrs.  Margaret  O'Keefe        Com. 

Arith.,  Algebra 

Nellie  P.  Fitzgerald        English, 

Social  Science,  Librarian 

Marie  Schuhle  Secretary 

to  Principal 


Bay  Path  Institute  1921 

*=  Simmons  (2)  *  Harvard,  '"Ver- 
mont Univ.,  *Univ.  of  Mich. 

New  York  University  1930 

Framingham  Teachers'        1937 
College,  *M.S.C.,  *Fitchburg 
Teachers'  College 
Keene  Normal  School  1934 


Westfield  Teachers' 
College 

Westfield  Teachers' 
College,  *M.S.C. 


The  Grammar  School 


Rose  E.  Shanahan 
Anna  R.  Daley 


Blondena  J.  Argy 


Principal, 
Grade  7 
Grade  7 


Grade  7 


1893 
1897 
1938 

1917 


Mary  T.  McGillicuddy  Grade  8 
Mrs.  Nellie  A.  Treml  Grade  8 
Helen  Cassidy  Grade  8 


Frances  A.  Norton 

Ellen  F.  Sullivan 
Agnes  Hanifin 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Leary 
Irene  E.  Hanifin 

M.  Frances  Murphy 
Lucille  Grogan 


Margaret  E.  Shea 
Catherine  H.  Leary 


Special 
Class 


Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col 

*  Columbia  University 
Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col.     1911 

*  Harvard,  *  Clark  University 
*Hyannis   (3) 

Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col. 
*Hyannis,  *Fitchburg   (2) 

Boston  Teachers'  Col. 

Westfield  Teachers'  Col. 

Skidmore  College 
^Alliance  Francaise 
*Sorbonne,  Paris 

Bridgewater  Teachers' 

Col.,  *Hyannis  Teachers' 


1921 

1933 
1904 
1930 


1936 
Col. 


New  Eighth  St.  School 


Principal, 

Grade  5 
Grade  5 

Grade  6 

Grade  6 


Westfield  Teachers'  Col.     1896 


1936 


1897 


Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col 
*Hyannis,  M.S.C.  (2) 

Westfield  Teachers'  Col. 
*Mass.  State  College 

Fitchburg  Teachers'  College 
*Hyannis,  Mass.  State  Col.  (2) 


Old  Eighth  St,  School 


Principal, 
Grade  4 
Grade  4 


Grade  3 
Grade  3 


Westfield  Teachers'  Col       1895 
*  Fitchburg  Teachers'  College 
Bridgewater  Teachers'         1932 
Col.,  *Hyannis,  *Fitchburg 
Teachers'  College 
Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col.     1910 
Westfield  Teachers'  Col.      1914 
*Columbia  Univ.,  *Fitchburg 


Central  St. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Chapleau     Prin., 
Grade  2 


School 

Westfield  Teachers' 


Col.     ISOO 


*  Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school.. 

(2)   Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  the  same  school. 
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Grace  G.  Bitzer 


Grade  2 


Mrs.  Esther  E.  Sauer      Grade  1 
Mrs.  Marjorie  O'Connell  Grade  1 


North  Adams  Teachers'      1927 

College,  *Hyannis  Teachers' 

College  (2) 

Westfield  Teachers'  Col.     1905 

Framingham  Teachers'        1935 

College 


South  End  School 

Mrs.  Josephine  Foster         Prin.,        Westfield  Teachers'  Col.     1902 

Grades  5-6 
Doris  M.  Bourdeau     Grades  3-4        No.  Adams  Teachers'  Col.   1937 
Mary  A.  Miner  Gradees  1-2         Castleton  Normal  1923 

Montague  City  School 


Elizabeth  R.  Ramage  Prin., 

Grades  1-2 

Helen  E.  Strehle         Grades  3-4 

Katherine  I.  O'Brien   Grades  5-6 

Margaret  Crean  Grades  7-8 


Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col.    1917 

No.  Adams  Teachers'  Col.  1937 
No.  Adams  Teachers'  Col.  1928 
*  Cornell  University 
Mass.  State  College  1937 


Highland  School,   Millers  Falls 

Mrs.  Martha  Stebbins  Prin.,        Dansville  Normal 

Grades  7-8 


Agnes  K.  Griffin 
Beatrice  Alber 
Claire  E.  Dillon 


Edwin  A.  Cox 

Mrs.  Jessie  L.  Wheeler 

Helen  D.  Phelps 


Mrs.  Anna  Wright  Grades  4-5 
Anna  T.  Dunleavy  Grades  3-4 
Marjorie  E.  Studer  Grade  2 


Anna  Sojka 


Marion  E.  Cowan    Special  Class 


1915 
*Hyannis  Teachers'  College 

*  Northampton  Inst.  Pedagogy 
Grades  5-6        Westfield  Teachers'  Col.      1926 

*Hyannis,  *  Fitchburg  T.  C. 
Grades  3-4        No.  Adams  Teachers'  Col.  1928 

*  Fitchburg  Teachers'  College 
Grades  1-2        Elms  Normal,  *M.S.C.        1931 

*No.  Adams,  *  Columbia  Univ. 

Montague  Center  School 

Principal,        Boston  University  1936 

*  University  of  Maine  (4) 
Westfield  Teachers'  Col.      1915 

*No.  Adams,  *Fitchburg  T.  C. 
Plymouth  Normal  1933 

*  Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col.  (3) 
Bridgewater  Teachers'         1915 
Col.,  *  Fitchburg  T.  C. 
Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col.     1935 

*  Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col.  (2) 
Lesley  Normal,  *Boston      1933 
Univ.,  *Hyannis  T.  C. 
Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col.     1930 

*Fitchburg  Teachers'  Col.  (4) 
Johnson  Normal  School       1930 
*North  Adams,  *Hyannis, 

*  Syracuse,  *  Johnson,  Univ. 
of  Vermont 


Grade 
Grade  7 

Grade  6 


Grade  1 


Lydia  M.  DesOrmeaux 


Supervisors 

Art        Lowell  Teachers'  College    1923 
Massachusetts  School  of  Art 
*N.  Y.  University  (2) 


*  Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school.. 

(2)   Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  the  same  school. 
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Charles  M.  Bickford 


Florence  E.  Argy 


Gladys  M.  Townsley 


Susan  Maccabe,  R.N. 


Music 


Music 


Physical 
Director 


Severn  School  of  Music        1931 

*  Institute  of  Normal  Methods 
(3) 

Private  Training 

(Smith  Col.  Instructors)     1931 

*  Columbia  Univ.,  *Rochester 
University  (4) 

Bouve  School  of  Physical    1933 
Education 


School  Nurse 

Farren  Memorial  Hospital  1924 
*  Simmons  College 

School  Physicians 


Dr.  Kenneth  W.  B.  Jacobus 
Dr.  George  A.  Cooke 
Dr.  S.  P.  Woodbury 


Turners  Falls 
Montague 
Millers  Falls 


Janitors 

Harry  Maddern,  Turners  Falls  High  School 

Arnold  Maddern,  Assistant,  Turners  Falls  High  School 

Edward  P.  Shanahan,  The  Grammar  School 

Louis  Puhala,  New  Eighth  St.  and  Old  Eighth  St.  Schools. 

Edgar  J.  MuUins,  repair  man,  janitor  of  Central  St.  and  South  End 

Schools 
Frank  Gewehr,  Montague  City  School 
J.  Henry  Leonard,  Millers  Falls  School 
Henry  Tillson,  Montague  Center  School 

Attendance  Officer 

Walter  P.  Casey — Turners  Falls 


*  Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Montague,  Mass.,  Jan.  11,  1939 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Montague : 

The  educational  activities  of  the  Town  of  Monta- 
gue, as  supervised  by  the  School  Committee  of  Monta- 
gue during  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  have  con- 
tinued to  be  directed  towards  the  best  educational 
interests  of  our  boys  and  girls.  Your  committee  met 
eleven  times  during  the  year.  There  were  nine  regular 
meetings  and  two  special  meetings. 

The  meetings  have  been  well  attended.  The 
Superintendent  of  Schools  has  been  present  at  all  meet- 
ings and  has  rendered  us  valuable  assistance  by  active- 
ly participating  in  our  discussions  and  by  helping  us  to 
interpret  the  problems  of  our  educational  program. 
Your  committee  is  pleased  to  report  that  some  signifi- 
cant achievements  have  been  accomplished  during  the 
year  just  closed  and  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the  reports  of  the  de- 
partmental heads  for  a  detailed  description  of  the 
year's  work  as  it  is  related  to  the  pupils'  progress. 

Economies  were  effected  through  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  transportation  routes  and  by  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  several  classes.  The  transportation  problem 
in  the  Town  of  Montague  is  a  big  item  of  the  school 
budget  and  your  committee  is  pleased  to  report  that  a 
substantial  reduction  was  made  in  this  item. 

The  repairs  and  upkeep  of  our  buildings  have  been 
maintained  to  the  limit  of  the  funds  available  for  the 
purpose.  Your  committee  has  continued  with  its  paint- 
ing program  with  the  aid  of  the  W.P.A.  During  the 
past  year  the  Montague  Center  School  project  was  com- 
pleted and  the  Turners  Falls  Grammar  School  was  re- 
decorated, both  interior  and  exterior.  Our  proposal 
for  the  painting  of  the  new  addition  to  the  Turners 
Falls  High  School  building  has  been  approved  by  fed- 
eral authorities  and  it  is  expected  that  work  will  be 
started  soon  on  this  project. 

Our  appropriation  for  the  year  1938  was  $168,- 
742.14.  The  Town  of  Montague  has  received  the  fol- 
lowing amounts  in  the  form  of  reimbursements  by  vir- 
tue of  the  School  Department: 
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State  Reimbursements: 

Teachers'  Salaries  $13,100.00 

State  Wards  1,516.89 

Americanization  classes  387.50 

Town  of  Erving,  Tuition  2,350.48 

Town  of  Gill,  Tuition  3,407.46 

Pupil  from  Greenfield,  tuition  115.00 

Cash  Receipts  32.53 

$20,909.86 

Balance  of  appropriation  (returned 

to  Town  Treasury  1,817.28 


Total  Receipts  $22,727.14 

The  net  cost  of  the  schools  to  the  Town  of  Monta- 
gue was  $146,015.00.  Because  of  savings  mentioned 
in  a  previous  paragraph  we  were  able  to  return  an  un- 
expended balance  of  $1,817.28. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Finance  Committee  and  the  vote  of  the  annual  Town 
Meeting  of  March  1938,  whereby  the  Town  voted  "that 
all  departments  return  on  July  1,  1938  to  the  general 
schedule  of  rates  of  remuneration  as  pertained  previous 
to  the  March  1937  Town  Meeting,  with  the  exception 
of  laborers  employed  at  an  hourly  rate,"  the  School 
Committee  awarded  contracts  to  the  employees  of  the 
School  Department  with  a  notation  that  the  school  per- 
sonnel would  be  expected  to  make  a  six  per  cent  dona- 
tion of  their  salaries  beginning  July  1,  1938.  The 
School  Committee  was  reluctant  to  ask  for  this  dona- 
tion so  soon  after  the  salaries  had  been  restored.  The 
committee  felt  that  the  teachers  of  the  Town  of  Mon- 
tague are  not  overpaid  and  that  they  are  a  conscien- 
tious group  of  individuals  who  perform  many  functions 
in  addition  to  their  professional  duties.  We  appreciate 
that  many  of  the  employees  of  the  School  Department 
are  actively  identified  with  community  projects  and 
have  always  expressed  their  willingness  to  do  their 
part  in  civic  affairs.  We  are  sorry  that  their  salaries 
seem  to  be  dependent  on  the  industrial  and  financial 
condition  of  the  town  and  we  hope  that  it  will  soon  be 
possible  to  make  restoration  of  their  salaries. 

We  invite  the  citizens  of  the  town  to  read  and 
study  the  reports  submitted  for  the  various  phases  of 
the  School  Department.  You  will  find  these  reports  to 
be  more  than  ,  statistical  surveys,  records  of  repairs 
made,  money  spent,  and  fuel  consumed.    These  reports 
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reveal  the  stories  of  the  activities  of  our  schools  and, 
in  short,  deal  not  basically  with  figures,  but  with  chil- 
dren. These  reports  are  circulated  widely  and  have 
been  prepared  to  be  read.  They  should  be  of  interest 
to  parents  and  taxpayers  who  support  our  school  needs. 
The  public  can  learn  much  of  the  educational,  health 
and  recreational  activities  from  these  reports  as  well 
as  the  policies  and  operating  plans  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration. 

A  visit  to  our  schools  will  impress  one  with  the 
work  being  accomplished.  Out-of-doors,  as  well  as  in 
the  classroom,  there  are  signs  of  excellent  discipline 
which  is  the  basic  principle  of  good  education.  The 
teachers  are  in  constant  supervision,  giving  lessons  in 
fair  play,  and  teaching  those  democratic  rules  that  per- 
tain to  the  playground  as  well  as  to  the  classroom.  The 
duties  of  our  teachers  are  not  confined  to  the  class- 
room alone  nor  are  they  restricted  to  the  fundamental 
processes.  Our  teachers  are  engaged  in  building  the 
framework  of  character  and  civic  responsibility.  They 
often  cooperate  with  the  home  and  other  agencies  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  children. 

Few,  if  any,  unpaid  groups  have  as  difficult  a  task 
to  perform  as  does  the  Board  of  Education.  Other 
boards  and  committees  have  important  civic  responsi- 
bilities but  the  amount  of  property  and  the  amount  of 
money  supervised  is  usually  not  so  great,  nor  is  the 
level  of  training  in  the  personnel  so  high.  Most  of  all, 
the  School  Committee  is  entrusted  with  the  educational 
welfare  of  the  most  precious  possessions  of  a  commun- 
ity— the  boys  and  girls  of  our  citizens.  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  the  members  of  our  committee  are  sin- 
cerely interested  in  their  duties  and  are  aware  of  the 
responsibilities  entrusted  to  them. 

Our  problems  and  program  have  been  presented 
to  us  in  a  clear  and  intelligent  manner.  The  commit- 
tee has  supported  the  executive  officer  in  his  recom- 
mendations and  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  We  real- 
ize that  no  other  institution  is  so  fully  a  community 
enterprise ;  no  other  social  institution  is  so  richly  cher- 
ished as  the  American  public  school  system.  It  em- 
bodies the  idealized  belief  of  the  American  people, 
their  hopes  for  improvement,  and  the  highest  coopera- 
tive endeavor  to  secure  a  better  future  for  themselves 
and  for  their  children. 

As  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  I  shall  con- 
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elude  by  stating  that  your  committee,  as  the  elected 
representatives  of  the  people,  are  striving  for  the  best 
in  development  and  management  of  this  most  cherished 
institution,  the  taproot  of  American  democracy,  our 
Public  Schools! 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  E.  CLARK, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  Jan.  23,  1939 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Montague- 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

On  the  following  pages  will  be  submitted  a  report 
of  the  School  Department  of  the  Town  of  Montague  for 
the  period  beginning  January  1,  1938  and  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1938.  This  is  my  second  annual  report  and 
it  is  the  forty-first  in  the  series  of  annual  reports  pre- 
pared by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  Town 
of  Montague. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  various  departments  are 
appended  to  this  report  and  I  invite  our  citizens  to  read 
and  study  these  reports  of  the  year's  activities.  The  re- 
ports are  interpretative  and  reveal  some  interesting  and 
lively  facts  concerning  our  schools.  Sometimes  I  feel 
that  school  reports  are  inadequate,  inasmuch  as  they 
contain  too  many  statistics  and  data  that  are  not  at- 
tractive and  readable  for  the  layman  who  is  looking  for 
a  balanced  picture  of  the  whole  school  system.  In  sub- 
mitting our  reports  we  have  tried  to  avoid  the  use  of 
technical  terminology  and,  although  it  is  necessary  to 
include  some  statistical  and  tabular  matter,  we  have  so 
organized  the  material  that  it  is  accompanied  with  ex- 
planatory statements  that  are  pitched  to  average  com- 
prehension. Something  that  will  be  read  is  the  aim 
of  our  report  and  we  hope  that  we  succeed  in  stimula- 
ing  our  citizens  to  a  deeper  interest  in  our  public 
schools. 

The  following  features  preface  this  report : 

1.  Membership  of  Board  of  Education. 

2.  Statement  of  Office  Hours  of  Superintendent 
of  Schools. 

3.  School  Calendar. 

4.  No-School  Signals. 

5.  List  of  School  Employees  and  their  Respective 
Positions. 

6.  Report  of  the  Chairman  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Enrolment  and  Attendance  Statistics  and  Discussion 

The  public  school  membership  on  October  1,  1938 
was  1606  as  compared  with  a  membership  of  1613  on 
the  corresponding  date  the  previous  year. 
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COMPARATIVE  ENROLMENT  OF  PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS  OF  MONTAGUE 

1925-1938  inclusive 
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The  Load  Moves  Upward 

Enrolment  in  the  elementary  schools  in  many 
places  has  decreased.  This  lightening  of  the  education- 
al task  at  one  end  has  been  accompanied  with  an  in- 
creasing load  at  the  other  end.  High  school  enrolment 
has  continued  to  grow  with  the  same  energy  that  has 
been  manifested  for  the  past  decade.  In  September 
1938  the  Turners  Falls  High  School  had  the  largest  en- 
rolment in  the  history  of  the  school.  There  were  593 
pupils  enrolled  during  the  first  month  of  the  school 
year. 

High  school  education  is  more  costly  to  provide 
than  that  of  the  lower  grades.  It  is  a  matter  of  more 
laboratory  equipment,  larger  classes,  more  specialized 
instruction  and  many  other  factors.  Many -pupils  re- 
turn for  post-graduate  classes  during  times  of  econom- 
ic difficulties  and  this  also  tends  to  increase  the  high 
school  registration.  The  educational  load  seems  to  be 
shifting  toward  the  upper  and  more  expensive  end  of 
the  ladder.  We  hope  that  the  ladder  will  lead  to  op- 
portunities. However,  the  schools  cannot  provide  the 
opportunities.  That  is  something  for  the  business 
world  to  do.  We  can  only  do  our  best  to  prepare  pupils 
to  be  ready  when  the  opportunity  is  available. 
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CHANGES  IN  PERSONNEL 

Teacher  Resignations 

Alice  S.  Gunn — Grammar  School,  Grade  8. 
Lucy  Ostrowski — Montague  City  School,  Grades 
3-4. 

Leave  of  Absence 

Miss  Bella  Dessureault — Highland  School,  Grades 
3-4. 

Teacher  Transfers 

Blondena  J.  Argy — Grammar  School,  Grade  7 — 
transferred  from  Grammar  School,  Grade  6. 

Mary  T.  McGillicuddy — Grammar  School,  Grade 
8 — transferred  from  Grammar  School,  Grade  7. 

Helen  Strehle — Montague  City,  Grades  3-4 — 
transferred  from  Montague  Center  School,  Grade  4. 

During  the  past  year  the  School  Committee  ac- 
cepted two  resignations  and  effected  three  transfers  in 
the  teaching  staff  of  the  school  system.  A  year's  leave 
of  absence  was  granted  to  Miss  Bella  Dessureault.  Be- 
cause of  a  reorganization  of  the  classes  we  were  able 
to  operate  without  making  any  new  appointments  and 
were  able  to  reduce  our  school  personnel  by  three 
teachers. 

Condition  of  School  Property 

Generally  speaking,  the  school  buildings  of  the 
Town  of  Montague  are  in  excellent  condition.  We  have 
just  completed  the  redecoration  of  the  Turners  Falls 
Grammar  School  and  when  the  new  addition  to  the 
High  School  building  has  been  redecorated  we  shall 
have  completed  the  painting  program  in  our  public 
schools  which  was  begun  in  1935.  Now  that  we  have 
our  buildings  in  good  condition,  I  believe  that  we  should 
launch  a  definite  painting  program  that  will  enable  us 
to  do  some  work  each  year  and  thus  protect  our  prop- 
erty and  keep  it  attractive. 

In  a  previous  section  I  have  mentioned  that  we  re- 
organized some  of  our  classes.  Through  this  reorgan- 
ization plan  we  reduced  the  number  of  rooms  being 
used  in  the  Highland  School  at  Millers  Falls  so  that  we 
are  now  using  four  rooms  instead  of  five.  Three  class- 
rooms are  being  used  at  the  South  End  building.  This 
plan  was  in  operation  last  year  also.  Because  of  a  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the  Montague 
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Center  School  it  seemed  advisable  to  reorganize  the 

classes  and  to  operate  with  one  less  teacher.  This  made 
it  possible  for  us  to  make  some  changes  in  the  Monta- 
gue Center  School  program  which,  evidently,  have  been 
lor  the  better.  We  have  changed  the  Opportunity 
Class  room  to  the  first  floor  and  we  are  using  for  other 
purposes  the  room  formerly  used  by  this  special  class. 

We  were  able  to  eliminate  the  sixth  grade  at  the 
Turners  Falls  Grammar  School  by  increasing  the  size  of 
the  sixth  grade  at  the  New  8th  St.  School  and  by  insti- 
tuting a  sixth  grade  at  the  South  End  School.  This  change 
has  enabled  us  to  devote  a  room  in  the  Grammar  School 
to  drawing  and  the  arts  and  crafts.  The  change  has  also 
eliminated  the  traffic  dangers  which  existed  previously 
when  the  South  End  pupils  traveled  up  street  to  attend 
the  sixth  grade. 

During  the  summer  many  changes  and  adjust- 
ments were  made  in  the  seating  arrangements  to  ac- 
commodate our  new  plan  of  reorganization. 

The  Most  Significant  Achievements  of  the  Year  from 
the   Standpoint   of   Pupils'    Progress 

1.      Curriculum  Innovations 

During  the  past  year  we  have  instituted  the  follow- 
ing courses  in  the  elementary  schools : 

a.  General  Science.  The  eighth  grade  pupils  of 
the  Turners  Falls  Grammar  School  are  now  pursuing 
a  course  in  elementary  science  as  a  part  of  the  regular 
program.  This  study  was  introduced  with  the  thought 
that  science  has  some  real  practical  value  in  the  lives 
of  our  boys  and  girls.  It  is  true  that  general  science  is 
studied  in  the  high  school  but  some  of  our  boys  and 
girls  do  not  have  the  privilege  of  attending  our  upper 
grades.  Moreover,  the  direct  needs  of  life  are  so  influ- 
enced by  science  today  that  I  do  not  believe  that  knowl- 
edge of  elementary  scientific  principles  should  be  de- 
layed until  our  pupils  are  of  high  school  age. 

The  growth  of  plants  and  animals  and  the  uses 
which  they  serve  in  meeting  our  material  needs  is  in- 
formation which  is  important,  particularly  from  the 
standpoint  of  knowledge  of  conservation  and  preserva- 
tion of  our  plant  and  animal  resources.  This  sort  of 
knowledge  is  biological  and  there  is  also  much  neces- 
sary knowledge  of  physical  science,  of  the  simpler  oper- 
ations and  principles  of  physics  and  chemistry  as  used 
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in  tools,  implements,  devices  and  processes  in  connec- 
tion with  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation  and 
other  everyday  problems. 

The  proper  care  of  the  human  body  requires  a 
knowledge  of  the  structure  and  uses  of  some  of  its 
parts.  Children  should  be  taught  early  the  proper  iiab- 
its  in  caring  for  their  bodies  insofar  as  this  knowl- 
edge is  necessary  to  keep  them  in  a  condition  of  health. 

The  above  may  be  the  practical  values  but  there 
are  intellectual  needs  that  should  be  satisfied.  Children 
are  naturally  curious  and  want  to  know  how  and  why 
the  forces  of  nature  act  as  they  do.  By  cultivation,  this 
curiosity  may  be  developed  into  permanent  intciests 
which  often  open  avenues  to  progress  and  new  applica- 
tions of  scientific  principles.  It  is  hoped  that  the  study 
of  elementary  and  natural  science  in  our  grades  will 
help  to  enrich  the  intellects  of  our  boys  and  girls  and 
that  they  will  derive  a  greater  appreciation  out  of  life 
from  an  acquaintance  with  the  forms  and  laws  o±  na- 
ture. 

b.  Junior  Home  Problems.  This  course  has  been 
introduced  to  the  girls  of  the  eighth  grade  of  the  l<ion- 
tague  Center  School  under  the  supervision  of  Miss 
Cowan.  The  purpose  of  this  course  is  to  reveal  to  our 
girls  the  need  of  a  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  some 
practical  problems  in  the  earlier  years  of  their  sciiool 
life.  It  can  be  readily  recognized  that  the  processes  of 
cookery  and  the  proper  selection  of  foods  play  an  im- 
portant part  in  everyone's  life.  Upon  the  knowledge 
of  these  matters  the  health  of  the  individual  depends ; 
and  upon  health  depends  the  amount  and  degree  of 
efficiency  of  work  and  even  the  length  of  life  itself. 
Certainly  a  need  so  fundamentally  important  is  one 
which  it  should  be  the  purpose  of  the  schools  to  meet 
with  the  highest  possible  degree  of  efficiency. 

The  proper  protection  of  the  body  by  clothing  re- 
quires the  knowledge  of  various  textiles  and  other 
clothing  materials.  The  mere  knowledge  of  sewing 
alone  may  be  of  indirect  value  since  in  our  day  produc- 
tion is  delegated  mostly  to  factories.  The  element  of 
appreciation  also  is  important  here.  What  one  likes 
and  what  is  healthful  are  frequently  opposed.  The 
sacrifice  of  health  in  exchange  for  the  satisfaction  of 
wearing  high  heeled  shoes,  tight  garments,  or  materi- 
als of  too  light  weight  for  adequate  protection  are  com- 
mon illustrations  of  this. 
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I  am  of  the  opinion  that  every  girl,  whatever  her 
occupation  may  be,  should  have  knowledge  of  these 
problems.  From  a  practical  view  she  should  be  able  to 
select  and  purchase  with  intelligence  as  to  material, 
quality  and  economy  in  price.  She  should  cultivate 
her  tastes  so  that  whatever  she  selects  has  beauty  as 
well  as  use.  While  many  of  these  problems  are  con- 
cerned with  health,  economy  and  excellence  of  design, 
nevertheless,  upon  their  knowledge  and  application 
may  depend  the  happiness  of  our  future  home  makers. 
It  is  not  expected  that  this  elementary  course  will  meet 
all  the  requirements  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  help  to 
bridge  the  gap  until  the  girls  reach  the  high  school 
when  a  more  detailed  vocational  program  may  be  de- 
sired. 

c.  Manual  Arts.  Two  hours  per  week  in  Man- 
ual Arts  is  offered  to  the  eighth  grade  boys  of  the  Monta- 
gue Center  School  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Cowan. 
I  believe  that  the  schools  should  develop  interest  in  whole- 
some activities  that  may  be  adapted  to  spare-time 
needs  so  that  these  interests  may  be  participated  in  with 
satisfaction  and,  perhaps  at  times,  with  financial  remun- 
eration. Every  boy  should  have  some  knowledge  of  the 
changes  made  by  man  in  the  raw  products  of  nature  to 
make  the  products  useable.  All  are  constantly  using 
products  of  nature  and  information  is  needed  as  to  the 
value  of  the  materials  and  the  methods  of  production. 
Our  boys  should  recognize  good  design  and,  above  all, 
should  be  able  to  appreciate  the  work  that  the  other 
fellow  has  put  into  the  construction  of  a  good  article. 

The  course  in  manual  training  will  help  to  ac- 
quaint the  boys  with  the  names  and  uses  of  the  various 
tools  and  also  the  methods  employed  in  the  simpler  pro- 
cesses of  construction.  Through  participation  in  this 
course  it  is  hoped  that  the  boys  will  develop  habits,  ap- 
titudes and  appreciations  that  will  contribute  materi- 
ally in  making  them  more  efficient  in  some  of  the  prac- 
tical and  useful  pursuits  of  their  life  after  school. 

d.  Visual  Education.  In  testimony  of  the  appeal 
of  being  up-to-date  and  modern,  the  School  Committee 
of  the  Town  of  Montague  endorsed  the  recommenda- 
tion of  your  superintendent  to  purchase  a  motion  pic- 
ture projector  and  sound  equipment  for  use  in  the  vis- 
ual education  field  of  our  school  program.  A  sub-com- 
mittee comprised  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Harlow  and  Mr. 
Dirks  together  with  your  superintendent  made  a  choice 
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of  instruments  which  resulted  in  the  purchase  of  a  mod- 
ern 16  mm.  projector  with  sound  equipment.  This 
machine  can  project  either  silent  or  sound  films  and, 
since  educational  libraries  are  confining  their  supplies 
to  this  size  of  film,  it  seems  as  if  a  wise  selection  has 
been  made.  In  order  to  clarify  an  opinion  that  might 
be  held  to  the  contrary,  it  might  be  well  to  state  that 
it  will  not  be  the  purpose  of  this  course  to  duplicate 
what  the  commercial  theater  offers.  In  the  first  place, 
most  commercial  theaters  use  35  mm.  films,  a  size  which 
cannot  be  used  on  our  type  of  projector.  Secondly,  the 
only  films  that  will  be  shown  in  our  school  program 
will  be  the  ones  that  we  feel  will  make  a  distinct  contri- 
bution to  the  objectives  of  our  schools.  This  means 
that  we  shall  develop  a  program  that  is  educational, 
realistic  and  interesting  to  view  and  not  merely  copy 
the  entertainment  pattern  of  the  motion  picture  thea- 
ters. 

There  are  many  satisfactory  sources  of  films  which 
will  reduce  the  cost  of  this  item  to  a  very  small  amount. 
A  number  of  colleges  and  universities  have  film  libra- 
ries that  contribute  films.  The  State  Department  of 
Education  and  the  United  States  Office  of  Education 
have  film  libraries  also.  In  most  cases  films  may  be 
rented,  free  of  charge,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight 
amount  to  cover  postage  or  express. 

Since  few  schools  are  in  a  position  to  employ  a  full- 
time  director  of  visual  education  the  situation  must  be 
met  by  appointing  some  person  already  in  the  system 
and,  frequently  a  member  of  the  science  department 
is  chosen  to  assume  responsibility  of  the  film  activity 
of  the  schools.  We  shall  probably  employ  this  method 
in  our  own  school  system. 

Visual  instruction  has  advanced  to  a  point  in  mod- 
ern education  where  it  has  become  a  definite  subject 
with  an  allotted  period  of  the  classroom  program.  The 
use  of  visual  material  is  becoming  applicable  to  prac- 
tically all  fields  of  education.  Films  are  a  fine  supple- 
ment to  textbooks  and  many  films  have  clearcut  pur- 
poses and  objectives.  It  may  be  said  that  certain  sub- 
jects may  be  taught  visually  with  a  degree  of  concrete- 
ness  that  is  not  possible  through  words  alone.  I  am 
confident  that  by  starting  a  program  that  is  not  too 
ambitious,  by  showing  those  films  that  will  improve  in- 
struction rather  than  provide  entertainment,  and  by  as- 
signing our  director  from  time  to  time  to  different  parts 
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of  the  school  system,  we  shall  gradually  develop  a  ser- 
vice that  will  be  efficient  and  contribute  much  to  the 
intellectual  development  of  our  pupils. 

2.      Extra-Curricula   Developments 

Publication  of  School  Paper.  The  Turners  Falls 
Grammar  School  and  Montague  Center  School  pub- 
lished school  papers  which  were  very  creditable  to  the 
age  and  intellect  of  the  pupils.  These  papers  were 
created  by  the  children  and  interest  in  the  project  was 
very  evident.  It  is  felt  that  these  interests  were  radiat- 
ed throughout  the  other  courses  and  that  these  projects 
proved  to  be  excellent  supplementary  material.  These 
papers  were  supervised,  not  dictated,  by  the  faculty  of 
the  schools.  The  teachers  examined  the  papers  for 
comparison  of  contents,  character,  style  and  good  taste, 
and  in  no  case  did  they  write  the  material  for  the  pub- 
lication. Modern  ditto  and  mimeograph  machines  did 
the  copying  work  of  the  publications.  Literary,  humor- 
ous and  sports  sections  were  successfully  included.  Ad- 
vertising also  was  used  but  was  not  employed  as  a 
method  of  financing  the  issues.  Such  projects  help  to 
correlate  the  composition  work  of  the  scholars  with  the 
practical  and  journalistic  and  also  serve  as  an  incen- 
tive to  creative  writing.  Undoubtedly,  the  pupils  felt  a 
proprietary  interest  in  these  papers  and  I  am  sure  that 
the  school  and  parents  had  the  same  interest. 

3.       Assembly  Programs 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  we  were  able  to  offer 
the  advantages  of  our  new  auditorium  to  the  pupils  of 
our  elementary  schools  on  several  occasions.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  the  drivers  of  the  school  busses,  the 
pupils  from  the  South  End,  Central  St.,  Montague  City, 
Millers  Falls  and  Montague  Center  Schools  have  been 
transported  to  the  High  School  Auditorium,  free  of 
charge.  The  teachers  have  acted  in  a  supervisory  ca- 
pacity. The  assembly  activities  help  to  initiate  our 
children  to  the  environment  of  large  audiences,  to  in- 
stil correct  audience  habits  which  are  very  essential  in 
life  outside  of  school.  Through  association  with  pupils 
of  our  other  schools  we  feel  that  we  are  bringing  our 
pupils  into  situations  whereby  they  will  feel  that  they 
are  all  an  essential  part  of  one  educational  system. 
Unity,  common  interests,  greater  pupil  participation 
and  contribution,  are  bound  to  develop  a  greater  sense 
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of  loyalty  and  a  better  school  spirit.  Whenever  we 
have  had  an  assembly  for  our  pupils  we  have  also  ex- 
tended the  courtesy  of  an  invitation  to  the  pupils  of  St. 
Ann's  School.  We  have  been  pleased  to  extend  them 
several  courtesies  during  the  past  year.  We  want  to 
feel  that  the  boys  and  girls  of  that  school  are  entitled  to 
as  many  advantages  as  we  can  give  our  own  boys  and 
girls. 

4.      School  Socials 

The  Turners  Falls  Grammar  School  held  its  first 
social  in  the  form  of  a  dancing  party  in  the  High  School 
Gymnasium  last  spring.  The  party  was  well  chaper- 
oned and  supervised  by  the  faculty  and  it  was  a  very 
successful  event.  The  pupils  enjoyed  the  affair  and  I 
know  that  they  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  next  annual 
party. 

Social  life  is  an  important  factor  in  the  lives  of  our 
young  people  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  schools 
should  foster  and  encourage  socialization  as  one  of  the 
several  extra-curricula  activities.  In  the  awkward 
years  when  boys  and  girls  are  floundering  in  adoles- 
cence, a  wisely  planned  and  supervised  program  of 
social  activities  will  do  much  to  establish  wholesome 
relations.  Boys  who  find  little  or  no  difficulty  in  the 
classroom  are  often  shy  and  self-conscious  in  the  pres- 
ence of  femininity.  Girls  too  often  betray  their  social 
deficiency  by  loudness  and  silliness  in  the  presence  of 
boys.  Dances  and  socials  will  bring  boys  and  girls  to- 
gether under  good  supervision  and  may  help  them  to 
talk  with  one  another  freely  and  to  acquire  the  more 
essential  social  graces  without  undue  sentiment.  I  be- 
lieve that  if  socials  are  conducted  by  the  schools,  par- 
ents will  breathe  more  freely  and  that  the  community 
will  feel  that  the  results  are  much  to  be  preferred  to 
the  incidental  social  education  of  the  public  streets. 

5.      Organized    Sports   for   Elementary   Schools 

In  addition  to  the  physical  education  program  we 
have  encouraged  the  formation  of  athletic  teams  in  the 
upper  grades  of  our  elementary  schools.  Millers  Falls, 
Montague  Center,  Montague  City,  New  8th  St.,  and 
Turners  Falls  Grammar  School  were  represented  by 
teams  and  had  the  privilege  of  playing  basketball  in 
our  High  School  Gymnasium.  These  contests  have  al- 
ways been  well  supervised.  We  feel  that  the  program 
has  been  successful,  not  so  much  because  of  the  dem- 
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onstrati.ons  of  athletic  proficiency,  but  because  of  the 
number  of  boys  who  participated  in  desirable  activities. 
Such  a  program  in  our  elementary  schools  should  con- 
tribute much  to  our  varsity  athletics  when  these  pupils 
reach  High  School.  The  increased  interest  and  attend- 
ance at  elementary  school  contests  help  to  keep  our  boys 
and  girls  at  school  later  in  the  afternoon,  off  the  streets 
and  away  from  unfavorable  environment.  With  further 
development  of  a  sound  program  will  come  increased  em- 
phasis on  fair  play  and  good  sportsmanship  which  are 
always  indicative  of  good  education. 

6.      Dramatics 

During  the  past  year  the  Turners  Falls  Grammar 
School  has  produced  several  plays  and  pageants  worthy 
of  mention.  Under  supervision  of  the  faculty,  the  plays 
are  presented  with  careful  attention  to  pantomime, 
reading  of  lines,  make-up,  costuming,  staging,  lighting 
and  musical  and  choral  accompaniments.  It  was  pleas- 
ing to  observe  the  number  of  parents  and  friends  who 
attended  these  assemblies.  Such  activities,  kept  with- 
in the  range  of  available  talent,  help  to  raise  the  stand- 
ards of  dramatic  appreciation  and  to  increase  the  pub- 
lic approval  of  the  work  that  the  public  schools  are 
doing. 

7.      Grammar  School  Glee  Club 

Under  the  direction  of  Miss  Florence  Argy,  an 
elementary  school  glee  club  was  formed  and  this  or- 
ganization performed  with  merit  upon  several  occa- 
sions during  the  year.  I  believe  that  good  music  is 
about  the  best  friend-maker  the  average  school  has. 
Not  all  of  our  citizens  enjoy  athletics;  not  all  enjoy 
dramatics;  but  practically  all  of  our  citizens  enjoy  good 
music.  In  addition  to  the  entertainment  value  such  in- 
struction has  excellent  educational  value  and  furnishes 
our  boys  and  girls  with  a  knowledge  and  talent  that 
may  be  used  many  years  after  the  completion  of  their 
formal  education. 

Other  Accomplishments 

1.  Completion  of  High  School  baseball  diamond. 

2.  Replacement  of  floor  in  main  corridor  of  High 
.   School. 

3.  Purchase   of   16   mm.   moving   picture   projector 
with  sound  recording  apparatus. 

4.     Painting  of  Grammar  School. 
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5.  Institution  of  lip-reading  classes. 

6.  Reorganization  of  classes. 

7.  Reorganization  of  transportation  routes. 

8.  Further  contribution  to  High  School  Library. 

9.  Approval  of  project  for  painting  of  High  School 
addition. 

10.  Installation  of  blowers  and  ventilation  for  High 
School  cafeteria  kitchen. 

11.  Installation  of  tray  rail  at  cafeteria. 

12.  Steps  taken  by  committee  for  better  protection  of 
children  on  school  busses. 

Acknowledgments — Gifts  of  pianos  and  victrolas 
from  citizens  who  are  interested  in  our  schools. 

Recommendations 

1.  That  we  consider  the  purchase  of  an  asbes- 
tos curtain  for  stage  equipment  in  the  High  School  Au- 
ditorium. 

2.  A  new  concrete  walk  in  front  of  the  High 
School. 

3.  The  advisability  of  offering  other  evening 
classes  for  our  adult  population. 

4.  That  the  financing  of  the  food  for  the  W.P.A. 
Nursery  School  be  accomplished  by  other  methods  than 
those  employed  at  the  present. 

5.  Repair  of  roof  and  cupola  at  Montague  Cen- 
ter School. 

6.  Replacement  of  floor  in  corridor  of  second 
floor  of  High  School. 

7.  Erection  of  a  fence  around  the  High  School 
athletic  field. 

8.  Replacement  of  old  water  pipes  at  New  8th  St. 
School. 

Lip  Reading 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  the  School  Com- 
mittee endorsed  the  recommendation  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  and  voted  to  establish  lip  reading 
instruction  for  those  children  whose  hearing  could  not 
be  restored  to  normal  or  be  improved  by  competent 
medical  attention.  Hearing  tests  were  conducted  by 
the  State  Department  of  Health  with  the  use  of  the 
multiple  audiometer.  This  instrument  which  is  of  the 
phonograph-telephone  type  tests  foxty  individuals  at 
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once  and  is  used  for  spotting  children  with  any  defi- 
ciency of  hearing  up  to  the  thirty  percent  point.  The 
plionograph  records  used  in  testing  are  of  both  male 
and  female  voices.  As  the  numbers  heard  are  to  be 
written  by  the  pupil  the  instrument  is  used  only  for 
children  above  the  second  grade. 

The  results  of  the  audiometer  tests  revealed  that 
there  are  about  thirty-two  pupils  in  our  schools  who 
have  a  definite  hearing  loss.  We  recommended  that 
these  pupils  seek  competent  medical  advice  in  an  effort 
to  determine  the  nature  of  their  difficulties.  After 
they  had  received  expert  advice,  we  were  then  glad  to 
recommend  these  pupils  for  our  lip  reading  classes.  As- 
suming the  professional  attention  of  the  otologist,  any 
degree  of  hearing  loss  that  is  to  be  permanent  indi- 
caces  the  need  for  work  in  speech  reading  for  the  bet- 
ter understanding  of  speech  which  is  not  heard  or  that 
which  is  only  partially  understood. 

There  is  a  difference  between  the  deaf  child  and 
the  hard  of  hearing  child.  Deaf  children  are  sent  to 
special  schools  for  the  deaf.  The  hard  of  hearing 
child  has  the  advantage  of  studying  lip  reading  in  reg- 
ular schools.  A  summarized  report  of  the  American 
Society  for  the  Hard  of  Hearing  for  the  school  year 
1036-37  reveals  some  interesting  data.  For  instance, 
in  137  towns  and  cities  of  Massachusetts  160,398  child- 
ren were  tested  by  the  audiometer  and  of  this  number 
7,359  were  found  to  have  impaired  hearing.  Of  this 
number  2,986  had  received  medical  attention  and  290 
were  restored  to  normal  while  459  were  reported  as 
improved  after  receiving  medical  treatment.  Lip  read- 
ing instruction  was  being  given  to  1,069.  In  other 
words,  one  in  every  seven  of  the  known  hard  of  hear- 
ing school  children  in  Massachusetts  had  the  advan- 
tages that  we  are  offering  our  boys  and  girls. 

It  is  not  unusual  to  find  that  parents  are  surprised 
to  learn  of  the  fact  that  their  children  have  definite 
hearing  losses.  Nature  in  her  kindness  and  foresight 
has  bestowed  upon  man  the  sense  of  hearing  and  grad- 
ually developed  it  until  in  the  proverbial  quietude,  one 
could  hear  a  pin  drop.  Then,  too,  during  the  develop- 
ment of  the  child  the  hearing  perception  and  interpre- 
tation of  sounds  may  become  gradually  weakened 
through  injury  and  disease  until  people  do  not  become 
aware  of  the  loss  until  the  acoustic  faculty  is  put  to 
tests  not  usually  encountered  in  the  daily  routine.     A 
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hearing  impairment  may  be  brought  to  light  during  the 
course  of  an  investigation  as  to  the  probable  causes  of 
failure  in  school.  Since  hearing  is  such  a  definite  means 
of  acquiring  knowledge  and  information  we  believe 
that  the  pupils  who  have  definite  hearing  losses  should 
receive  advantages  of  instruction  that  will  enable  them 
to  have  the  same  quality  of  educational  opportunities 
as  those  whose  hearing  is  normal. 

The  encouraging  reports  on  the  interest  of  the  pu- 
pils in  our  lip  reading  classes  is  a  tribute  to  the  work  of 
the  instructor,  Mrs.  France  Gillett.  I  refer  you  to  her 
report  for  more  detailed  information  concerning  the 
course.  The  several  comments  and  cordial  communi- 
cations which  were  received  at  this  office  from  interest- 
ed citizens  after  it  was  announced  that  the  School  De- 
partment would  afford  this  instruction  were,  indeed, 
very  gratifying.  We  are  confident  that  by  guidance, 
diligence  and  cooperation  we  can  gradually  and"  sure- 
ly overcome  some  of  the  problems  which  make  school 
work  more  difficult  for  some  than  for  others. 
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School  Budget 

An  analysis  of  our  school  budget  will  lead  us  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  School  Committee  realizes  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  wise  budgetary  procedure. 
It  seems  fair  to  suggest  that  since  the  sum  of  $1817.28 
was  returned  to  the  town  treasury  as  an  unexpended 
balance  during  the  year  1938,  the  School  Committee 
worked  on  the  basis  of  true  economy  wherever  possible. 
When  the  school  budget  for  1938  was  prepared  each 
item  was  scrutinized  and  the  budget  was  conceived  in 
terms  of  actual  needs  with  due  reference  to  possible 
savings.  A  thorough  study  of  our  transportation  prob- 
lem revealed  the  possibility  of  effecting  some  savings 
in  this  item  through  the  reorganization  of  our  present 
transportation  routes. 

One  transportation  route  was  eliminated  entirely 
because  it  was  discovered  that  pupils  were  being  trans- 
ported to  and  from  school  who  did  not  live  the  required 
reasonable  distance  from  the  school  building  in  ques- 
tion. In  Montague  Center  four  transportation  routes 
were  reorganized  into  two,  thereby  effecting  a  saving 
in  that  precinct.  As  a  result  of  this  reorganization  a 
considerable  saving  per  day  was  effected  in  the  trans- 
portation item  of  our  school  budget. 

Classes  were  reorganized  when  two  teachers  re- 
signed and  one  teacher  requested  a  leave  of  absence. 
No  new  teachers  were  employed  to  fill  these  positions 
and,  therefore,  a  saving  in  teachers'  salaries  resulted. 

Much  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  study  of  the 
school  budget.  Long-range  planning  with  definite 
reference  to  our  proposed  educational  program  is  nec- 
essary for  the  advancement  of  public  school  education. 
It  is  safe  to  state  that  school  executives  have  much  re- 
sponsibility in  this  respect.  The  supervision  of  the 
school  budget  by  your  local  committee  would  seem  to 
indicate  managerial  skill,  vision  and  financial  insight 
in  matters  pertaining  to  the  educational  interests  of  our 
boys  and  girls. 

Nursery  School 
The  W.P.A.  Nursery  School  was  continued  five 
days  a  week  at  the  Knights  of  Columbus  Home.  This 
school  is  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Leonard  Cadran. 
The  membership  of  the  school  in  December  1938  was 
twenty  pupils.  During  the  past  year  the  matter  of  fin- 
ancing the  noon  meal  has  created  a  problem.     It  will 
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be  recalled  that  during  the  summer  of  1937  the  gov- 
ernment withdrew  its  financial  support  of  the  noon  day 
meal  although  it  insisted  that  the  meal  be  provided  if 
the  school  were  to  continue.  Several  organizations 
have  made  generous  contributions  to  the  cause  among 
which  were  the  following:  Turners  Falls  Woman's 
Club,  $25;  The  Catholic  Women's  Council,  $25;  The 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  $10  ;  Turners  Falls  Knights 
of  Columbus,  $50 ;  Montague  Teachers'  Association, 
$100. 

In  addition  to  the  above  donations  the  Turners 
Falls  Rotary  Club  has  agreed  to  do  its  part  and  a  good 
sum  was  also  realized  by  the  children  of  our  public 
schools  who  sold  subscriptions  to  an  enterprise  that  was 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Nursery  School  lunches. 

A  special  committee  composed  of  Mrs.  Argy,  Mr. 
Dirks  and  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  was  appoint- 
ed to  investigate  the  matter  of  financing  the  noon-day 
meal.  This  committee  met  with  Miss  McLeod,  the 
State  Supervisor  of  the  Nursery  School  Program,  and 
after  a  thorough  discussion  of  the  problems  involved, 
the  committee  decided  to  approach  local  organizations 
and  ask  them  to  make  contributions  to  the  cause.  Mrs. 
Argy,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  reported  the 
amounts  mentioned  above  and  much  credit  is  due  her 
for  securing  sufficient  funds  to  allow  us  to  continue  with 
this  project.  It  was  the  sentiment  of  the  committee  that 
beginning  January  1939  we  should  discontinue  the 
present  method  of  financing  the  program  and  seek 
other  means.  We  hope  that  the  town  will  see  fit  to  ap- 
propriate sufficient  funds  to  carry  on  this  work.  At 
present  the  School  Department  is  paying  for  the  rent  of 
the  building.  The  W.P.A.  pays  the  wages  of  the  super- 
visors and  it  is  felt  that  if  the  project  is  worthwhile  the 
town  should  be  willing  to  finance  the  noon  day  meal. 

Americanization  Classes 

The  evening  school  classes  in  adult  alien  education 
were  resumed  in  October  with  an  enrolment  of  sixty. 
There  are  three  classes  meeting  three  evenings  each 
week  at  the  New  8th  St.  School.  The  beginners'  group 
is  taught  by  Miss  Claire  E.  Dillon ;  the  second  class,  or 
intermediate  group,  is  taught  by  Mrs.  Myles  Keough ; 
and  the  advanced  group,  by  Mrs.  Peter  Foley  who  is 
supervisor  of  the  program. 

In  order  to  serve  as  an  instructor  of  the  classes  in 
adult  alien  education  it  is  necessary  that  the  teacher 
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be  certified  by  the  State  Department  of  Education.  This 
certification  involves  the  preparation  of  the  teacher  for 
instruction  of  this  special  type  of  work.  The  teacher 
must  attend  sessions  sponsored  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Education  and  receive  certificates  to  the  effect 
that  he  or  she  is  capable  and  efficient  in  this  work. 
Miss  Grace  Bitzer  has  been  serving  as  substitute  in  case 
of  absence  of  members  of  our  regular  faculty.  The  at- 
tendance has  been  excellent  and  it  is  evident  that  those 
who  are  pursuing  these  courses  are  doing  so  with  seri- 
ous intent  and  that  they  are  anxious  to  prepare  for 
American  citizenship.  I  wish  to  refer  you  to  the  report 
of  Mrs.  Foley,  director  of  the  program,  for  a  more  de- 
tailed account  of  the  objectives  and  results  of  the  adult 
alien  education  classes. 

The  Essence  of  Good  Teaching 

Teaching  at  its  best  is  really  one  of  the  fine  arts  of 
life.  An  analysis  of  good  teaching  would  probably  re- 
veal three  types ;  first,  the  school  of  the  mother's  knee ; 
secondly,  the  school  of  experience;  and  thirdly,  the 
technique  of  two  great  masters  in  the  field  of  instruc- 
tion ;  namely,  Socrates,  the  old  Greek  philosopher,  and 
Christ,  the  Great  Teacher. 

Mother's  teaching  is  so  effective  because  it  builds 
up  in  the  child's  mind  an  unbounded  confidence  in  her 
knowledge,  her  truthfulness,  and  her  love  for  the  child. 
Since  this  procedure  is  so  effective  it  would  seem  wise 
as  a  general  principle  in  education  for  the  teacher  to 
attempt  to  build  up  in  the  minds  of  her  students  that 
same  feeling  of  confidence,  truthfulness  and  love. 

The  reason  that  the  school  of  experience  is  effec- 
tive is  because  it  is  connected  so  closely  and  interwoven 
so  inseparably  with  life.  The  learner  can  appreciate 
results  first  hand,  interpreted  in  terms  of  their  cost  and 
value.  Experience  must  be  well  guided  and  directed 
as  it  is  sometimes  wasteful  of  time  and  energy.  How- 
ever, the  child  acquires  much  information  by  this  meth- 
od because  he  discovers  things  for  and  by  himself. 

As  we  pass  to  the  third  type  of  teaching  let  us  see 
why  Socrates  was  so  successful.  His  questioning  meth- 
od produced  good  results  because  he  started  with 
points  of  interest  and  led  his  pupils  along,  making  them 
think  as  they  went,  and  caused  them  in  the  end  to  see 
either  the  error  or  the  truth  of  their  points  of  view.  In 
other  words,  teachers  should  encourage  discussion  and 
be  able  to  lead  and  guide  their  pupils  so  that  ultimate- 


30  SCHOOL  REPORT 

ly  they  may  see  the  positive  way  and  develop  sound  prin- 
ciples upon  which  to  establish  their  thinking  processes. 

And  Jesus  was  the  Great  Teacher  because  He 
spoke  with  authority.  He  was  the  thorough  Master  of 
ail  subjects  and  when  His  disciples  asked  Him  to  teach 
them  how  to  pray  He  responded  by  giving  them  then 
and  there  one  of  the  most  far-reaching  prayers  ever 
uttered.  Thus,  He  not  only  inspired  them  but  He  dem- 
onstrated His  own  ability  by  charming  demonstrations. 

One  of  the  indispensable  requirements  of  good 
teaching  is  the  arousing  of  interest  and  enthusiasm. 
Good  teaching  does  not  do  all  for  the  pupil  but  it  does 
make  him  stretch,  reach  and  aspire  until  he  gets  a  toe- 
hold and  goes  along  on  his  own  momentum.  Good 
teaching  is  rich  in  imagination;  clear,  without  camou- 
flage ;  and  always  rings  true.  It  never  breaks  down  the 
morale  of  the  student  or  makes  him  militant  or  bitter. 
Good  teaching  is  free  from  ridicule  and  helps  the  pu- 
pil get  rid  of  selfconsciousness  and  fear  which  may 
hamper  the  student  from  giving  his  personality  to  the 
solution  of  his  problem. 

The  teachers  and  leaders  of  youth  have  a  much 
prized  opportunity.  Their  work  is  unique  and  noble 
if  imbued  with  the  principles  of  Christian  living.  Daniel 
Webster  recognized  the  important  place  in  civilization 
occupied  by  those  who  guide  the  young.  He  left  us 
the  following  gem : 

"If  we  work  upon  marble,  it  will  perish;  if  we 
work  upon  brass,  time  will  efface  it ;  if  we  rear  temples, 
they  will  crumble  into  dust;  but  if  we  work  upon  im- 
mortal minds,  if  we  imbue  them  with  principles,  with 
a  just  fear  of  God  and  love  of  our  fellow  man,  we  en- 
grave on  those  tablets  something  that  will  brighten  all 
eternity." 

Conclusion 

A  superintendent's  duties  are  manifold  and  varied. 
They  may  be  formulated  in  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  School  Committee  but  superintendents  usually 
do  far  more  than  any  rules  or  regulations  might  pre- 
scribe. My  duties  have  kept  me  busy  but  I  am  happy 
in  the  thought  that  I  am  assisting  the  community  in 
civic  needs  in  addition  to  helping  the  school  committee 
promote  as  advantageously  as  possible  the  educational 
welfare  of  our  boys  and  girls.  The  problems  facing 
the  future  may  be  more  intricate  and  perplexing  than 
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those  of  the  past  but  if  I  continue  to  receive  the  same 
vote  of  confidence  of  the  school  committee  and  the  citi- 
zens of  the  town  that  I  have  experienced  during  my 
office  as  Superintendent  of  Schools,  then  I  can  put  forth 
my  best  efforts  toward  performing  intelligently  and 
wisely  my  functions  as  your  school  executive.  The  effi- 
cient service  rendered  to  the  administration  of  the 
school  department  by  the  secretary,  Miss  Catherine 
Kelley,  is  again  noted. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  we  have  made  some 
progress  in  our  school  system.  I  have  appreciated  the 
fine  spirit  of  cooperation  and  the  interest  displayed  by 
all  of  the  employees  of  the  Montague  School  Depart- 
ment. Their  enthusiasm  and  sense  of  responsibility 
have  been  contributory  factors  in  the  achievements  of 
1938. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  E.  BURKE. 
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REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL  OF  TURNERS  FALLS 
HIGH  SCHOOL 

FOR  YEAR  1938 

January  26,  1939 
Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners,  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  submitting  my  second  annual  report  as  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Turners  Falls  High  School.  I  am  including 
the  usual  tables  of  statistics,  which  will  show  in  a  gen- 
eral way  the  organization  of  our  high  school. 

In  September,  1938,  we  had  an  enrolment  of  593 
pupils,  which  was  the  largest  enrolment  in  the  history 
of  the  high  school.  This  was  an  increase  of  fifty-seven 
pupils  from  the  registration  of  September  1937.  Our 
enrolment  on  September  7,  1938  was  as  follows: 


Class 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Freshman 

72 

96 

168 

Sophomore 

83 

79 

162 

Junior 

69 

57 

126 

Senior 

62 

56 

118 

Post-Graduate 

10 

9 

19 

Total 

296 
Pupil  Mortality 

297 

593 

We  have  had  a  loss  of  thirty-one  pupils  since 
school  opened  in  September,  1938.  The  following  rea- 
sons were  attributed  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  thirty- 
one  who  left  school. 

To  go  to  work  11 

Had  reached  the  age  of  16  2 

Transfers  4 

Home  permits  5 

Poor  health  2 

Death  1 

Post-graduate  withdrawals  6 

Total  31 
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A  generation  ago,  little  significance  was  attached 
to  a  pupil's  separation  from  school.  In  many  cases,  no 
attempt  was  made  to  find  the  reason  for  his  departure, 
and  as  a  result  many  pupils  entered  industries  without 
being  equipped  scholastically.  Today  the  number  of 
students  leaving  school  in  the  course  of  a  year  is  com- 
paratively small.  This  is  due  to  various  factors,  some 
of  which  were  not  present  a  generation  ago.  The  eco- 
nomic conditions  of  the  past  decade  have  not  present- 
ed a  particularly  attractive  invitation  to  young  people 
with  the  result  that  we  have  students  here  who  prob- 
ably would  not  be  here  if  conditions  were  more  favor- 
able in  the  industrial  world.  To  aid  the  pupil  in  ad- 
justing himself  in  school,  his  record  is  carefully  investi- 
gated, his  leisure  time  activities  are  discussed,  a  report 
upon  his  health  is  submitted  and  finally  the  matter  is  taken 
up  with  the  student's  family.  As  a  result  of  this  individ- 
ual guidance,  the  student  very  often  succeeds  in  readjust- 
ing himself  and  eventually  doing  successful  work  in  high 
school  and  in  later  life.  Every  school  will  always  have  a 
certain  percentage  of  boys  and  girls  who  will  resist  these 
efforts  to  help  them  develop  as  they  should,  but  we  feel 
that  we  have  been  instrumental  in  pointing  out  to  the 
great  majority  the  qualities  which  will  make  them  happier 
and  more  useful  citizens. 

Geographical  Distribution  of  Students  as  of 
January  1,  1939 

P.G.         Sen.       Jun.     Soph.    Fresh.   Total 


Montague  City 

4 

16 

4 

11 

13 

48 

Millers  Falls 

— 

10 

12 

16 

15 

53 

Montague  Center 

1 

10 

12 

20 

20 

63 

Riverside  &  Gill 

4 

2 

8 

3 

14 

Erving 

2 

6 

9 

6 

23 

Total  5       42       36       64       57     201 

The  above  table  shows  that  the  Town  of  Monta- 
gue is  transporting  201  pupils  to  the  high  school.  When 
we  consider  that  this  is  almost  one-third  of  our  enrol- 
ment, you  can  readily  see  that  the  transportation  prob- 
lem is  an  important  one.  These  pupils  are  transported 
from  various  points  by  means  of  seven  buses. 

Enrolment  by  Subjects 

I  am  also  submitting  the  following  table  which 
points  out  the  subjects  offered  in  our  curriculum,  the 
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distribution  of  students,  the  number  of  boys  and  girls 
enrolled  in  each  course  and  the  total  number  of  pupils 
registered  in  each  department. 


ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT 


SCIENCE  DEPARTMENT. 


Boys    Girls   Total 

Gen.  Science             50 

64 

114 

Biology                      64 

bb 

119 

English  I 

73 

90 

163 

College  Chemistry   33 

14 

47 

English  II 

85 

81 

166 

Practical 

English  III 

76 

54 

130 

Chemistry             42 

16 

58 

English  IV 

68 

60 

128 

College  Physics       27 
Practical  Physics     27 

12 

27 
39 

Total 

302 

28b 

587 

Total                    243 

161 

404 

COMMERCIAL  DEFT 

FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE  Dt.fl. 

Comm.  Geog.  & 

Latin  I 

25 

34 

59 

Law                        33 

54 

87 

Latin  II 

18 

24 

42 

Bkkpg.  II                   30 

57 

87 

Latin  III 

8 

10 

18 

Bkkpg.  Ill                   9 

24 

33 

Latin  IV 

5 

10 

15 

Adv.  Bkkpg.& 

Sales                        7 

16 

23 

Total 

56 

78 

134 

Business  Training  26 

4 

30 

French  II 
French  III 
French  IV 

23 
19 

8 

31 
24 
12 

54 
43 
20 

Stenography  III         6 
Stenography  IV         2 
Typewriting  III         9 
Typewriting  IV          3 

36 
26 
38 
26 

42 
28 
47 
29 

Total 

50 

67 

117 

Total                    125 

281 

406 

German  II 

10 

9 

19 

HOME    ECONOMICS 

German  IV 

8 

6 

14 

Freshman  Cooking 

66 

66 

Total 


18 


15       33      Freshman  Sewing  66       66 


SOCIAL  SCIENCE  DEPT. 


U.  S.  History  & 

Civics  67 

European  History 

(from  1700)  57 

History  (to  1700)  42 
Social  Science  7 


57     124 


Total                              132  132 
SHOP-WORK 

Manual  Arts            43  43 

Adv.  Shop-work       31  31 


15 
21 

2 


72 

63 

9 


Total 


173       95     268 


Total  74  74 

DRAWING   DEPT. 

Freehand  Draw.     22       33  55 

Mechanical  Draw.  93  93 


MATHEMATICS  DEPT. 

36       31 


Elem.  Algebra 
Intermediate 

Algebra  23 

Plane  Geometry  17 
Review  Math.  (Solid 

Geom.  &  Trig.)  18 

Applied  Math.  19 

Comm.  Arith.  21 


18 


11 

2 

62 


67 

41 
26 

29 

21 
83 


Total  115       33     148 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Girls'  Phys.  Ed.  277     277 


Boys  Phys.  Ed.       285 


285 


Total  285     277  562 

MUSIC  DEPT. 

Music  Apprec.  70       90  160 

Band  16      29  45 

Orchestra  5         9  14 


Total 


134     133     267 


Total 


91     128     219 
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Graduates  Attending  Higher  Institutions  of  Learning 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  Turners  Falls  High 
School  is  rated  as  a  Class  A  school,  and  that  we  are  en- 
joying the  certificate  privileges  which  we  have  had  for 
a  number  of  years.  We  are  represented  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country  in  schools  and  colleges,  and  our 
graduates  are  giving  a  good  account  of  themselves. 
The  following  are  the  institutions  which  our  graduates 
are  attending : 


University  of  Maine 
Colgate  University 
Syracuse  University 
John  Carroll  University 
William  and  Mary  College 
Middlebury  College 
Holy  Cross  College 
St.  Anselm's  College 
Williams  College 
Framingham  State  Teachers' 

College 
Fitchburg  State  Teachers' 

College 
Northampton  Commercial 

College 
Greenfield  Commercial  School 
Deerfield  Academy 
Franklin  County  Hospital 
Farren  Memorial  Hospital 
George  Washington  Medical 

School 
Juilliard  School  of  Music 
Staley  College  of  the  Spoken 

Word 
Nichols  Junior  College 
Louisiana  State  University 


Menlo  Park  College 
Boston  University 
University  of  Vermont 
University  of  Michigan 
Purdue  University 
Massachusetts  State  College 
Tri- State  College 
Dartmouth  College 
Tufts  College 
Swarthmore  College 
Westfield  State  Teachers'  College 
North  Adams  State  Teachers' 

College 
Bay  Path  Institute 
Hebron  Academy 
Harcum  Junior  College 
Wesson  Memorial  Hospital 
Mercy  Hospital 
Northeastern  School  of 

Engineering 
Villa  Maria  College 
American  Academy  of  Dramatic 

Art 
Skidmore  College 
Mount  Hermon 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 


Scholarship 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  scholarship  at  the 
high  school  is  normal  and  satisfactory.  During  the  past 
year,  30.2%  of  our  students  were  placed  on  the  honor 
roll  for  meritorious  work  in  the  class  room.  We  feel 
that  this  situation  is  due,  not  only  to  conscientious  and 
thorough  instruction  in  the  class  room,  but  also  to  the 
opportunities  which  are  offered  for  outside  instruction 
at  this  school.  The  members  of  the  faculty  spend  much 
time  with  pupils  during  the  "SPECIAL  HELP"  sessions 
in  the  afternoon.  They  not  only  give  students  needed 
help  in  their  scholastic  difficulties,  but  also  confer  with 
them  and  guide  them  in  the  problems  which  arise.  It 
can  never  be  offered  as  an  alibi  by  a  pupil  that  he  was 
not  able  to  obtain  help  from  a  teacher,  because  all  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  return  several  afternoons  a  week 
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to  give  this  help.  Because  of  our  system  of  special  help, 
we  feel  that  the  opportunity  for  improvement  is  here. 
It  will  be  clearly  evident  to  the  parent  who  checks  upon 
the  blue  slips  which  the  student  brings  home,  the  exact 
number  of  afternoons  in  which  a  boy  or  girl  has  been 
engaged  in  school  work.  Because  many  students  re- 
turn voluntarily  for  this  work  in  the  afternoon,  we  feel 
that  we  have  created  a  healthy  attitude  in  the  minds 
of  the  pupils  toward  their  studies. 

Extra-curricular  Activities 

One  of  the  most  important  movements  in  educa- 
tion during  recent  years  has  been  the  development  of 
the  extra-curricular  activity.  In  the  early  days  of  edu- 
cation, the  student  lived  in  a  world  of  his  own,  a  world 
which  in  many  cases  was  removed  from  the  realities  of 
actual  life  situations.  His  education  ended  with  book 
learning,  and  it  was  the  commonly  accepted  idea  that 
a  man  was  completely  educated  if  he  had  acquired  the 
necessary  stored  up  knowledge  contained  within  the 
covers  of  text  books.  Education  at  that  time  provided 
the  student  with  the  necessary  mental  discipline  and 
training,  but  it  neglected  one  of  the  most  important 
lessons,  namely  that  of  getting  along  with  people.  The 
extra-curricular  program  has  attempted  to  teach  that 
lesson,  and  has  become  an  indispensable  part  of  our 
high  school  work.  It  has  become  most  important  in 
the  development  of  character,  and  those  social  traits 
which  the  student  will  need  in  real  life  situations  out- 
side of  the  class  rooms.  During  the  past  year,  our 
extra-curricular  program  has  helped  to  solve  the  leisure 
time  problems  in  a  very  effective  way.  Most  of  these 
extra-curricular  functions  take  place  during  the  after- 
noon after  formal  classes  are  over  and  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  find  as  many  as  200  pupils  engaged  in  some 
form  of  extra-curricular  activity.  Several  student  or- 
ganizations have  conducted  luncheon  meetings  in  the 
cafeteria,  together  with  a  program  of  their  own  mak- 
ing. Here  they  lunch  and  observe  the  proprieties  of  a 
dinner  meeting  with  others  of  their  own  age.  They 
listen  to  a  visiting  speaker  and  very  often  conduct 
round  table  discussions  among  themselves.  Here  is  a 
natural  situation,  a  situation,  which  as  social  beings, 
they  will  meet  in  their  every  day  life  when  school  days  are 
completed. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Turners  Falls 
Trade  Association,  another  outlet  has  been  offered  to 
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our  students  during  the  past  year.  Under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Alice  Teed,  the  newly  formed  "Little  Theater 
of  the  Air"  presented  several  dramatic  sketches  of 
high  quality  over  Radio  Station  WHAI.  The  high  school 
band  and  choral  group,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Charles  Bickford  has  also  presented  excellent  programs 
and  is  planning  to  develop  this  phase  further.  We 
were  also  fortunate  in  being  able  to  bring  one  of  our 
assemblies  into  the  homes  of  our  students.  This  broad- 
cast permitted  parents  to  look  in  on  a  phase  of  school 
life,  other  than  books  and  report  cards.  The  entire 
school,  together  with  the  band,  engaged  in  this  assem- 
bly and  we  feel  sure  that  it  gave  parents  an  opportun- 
ity to  realize  the  importance  of  assemblies,  and  to  show 
them  the  method  by  which  student  morale  and  loyalty 
are  developed.  These  broadcasts  are  a  very  fine  ex- 
ample of  close  cooperation  between  the  community  and 
the  school,  and  we  have  been  pleased  and  willing  to 
assist  these  men  in  their  efforts  to  stimulate  community 
spirit. 

The  Senior  Play,  "If  I  Were  King"  was  as  usual 
up  to  the  high  standard  of  former  years.  The  forty- 
eight  piece  high  school  band  received  first  honor  rating 
at  the  Western  Massachusetts  Music  Festival  in  April 
at  Greenfield.  By  playing  at  our  football  and  basket- 
ball games,  the  band  made  these  contests  very  enjoy- 
able. 

Under  the  direction  of  Miss  Florence  Porter,  the 
French  Club  conducted  several  successful  meetings,  cul- 
minating with  the  presentation  of  a  motion  picture  in 
the  French  Language.  This  was  shown  to  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  members  of  the  French  Club. 

The  Motion  Picture  Appreciation  Club  was  formed 
during  the  year,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Helen  Mc- 
Gillicuddy.  This  organization  discusses  current  pictures 
and  makes  critical  analyses  of  the  various  angles  of  the 
motion  picture  industry. 

The  Commercial  Club  which  is  composed  of  stu- 
dents pursuing  the  commercial  course  conducted  vari- 
ous activities,  among  which  were  several  teas  for  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  activities  held  during  the 
past  year  was  the  presentation  of  a  hobby  show,  which 
was  conducted  by  the  Sophomore  Class.  It  certainly 
was  amazing  to  discover  the  number  of  leisure  time 
hobbies  of  our  students. 
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Because  of  its  excellent  record,  our  football  team 
was  given  national  recognition  and  was  one  of  twen- 
ty-five teams  under  consideration  for  a  post  season 
game  at  New  Orleans.  While  we  are  apt  to  discourage 
games  after  the  conclusion  of  the  regular  season,  there 
were  certain  educational  benefits  attendant  upon  such 
a  trip  and  had  we  been  successful  in  being  chosen  to 
represent  the  school  in  Louisiana,  we  feel  sure  that  such 
a  trip  would  have  been  of  real  educational  value  to  our 
boys. 

Our  other  extra-curricular  activities  such  as  the 
Latin  Club,  German  Club,  Stamp  Club,  the  Netop,  the 
Home  Economics  Club,  Chess  Club  and  the  Biology 
Club  are  being  conducted  with  their  usual  vigor  and 
^doing  a  great  deal  to  enrich  the  pupil's  school  life. 

Library 

The  school  library  has  become  well  organized  and 
is  now  functioning  as  an  integral  part  of  our  school 
day.  It  is  serving  as  a  center  for  scholastic  activity,  re- 
search, and  recreational  reading.  Library  lessons,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  librarian.  Miss  FitzGerald,  have 
been  given  to  the  members  of  the  Freshman  and  Sopho- 
more Classes.  These  lessons  prepare  pupils  in  the  proper 
method  of  using  a  library,  and  enable  them  to  distin- 
guish the  various  catalogue  marks  as  well  as  the  vari- 
ous types  of  material  available.  Although  we  have  a 
fine  nucleus  of  books  at  present,  we  realize  that  our 
library  is  far  from  being  a  complete  one.  We  have,  at 
present,  575  worthwhile  books  including  several  sets  of 
encyclopedias,  and  with  this  material,  have  had,  during 
the  year,  a  circulation  of  2700  books.  Approximately 
one-third  of  the  school  uses  the  library  each  school  day 
of  the  year,  a  fact  which  shows  definitely  that  our  pu- 
pils have  become  library  conscious.  If  our  library  is 
to  continue  the  excellent  work,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  purchase  a  number  of  books  each  year  in  order 
that  we  may  be  able  to  possess  some  books  in  every 
scholastic  field.  We  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  library  and  wish  to  acknowledge  the 
purchase  of  seventy-five  books  which  you  have  added 
to  the  library  this  year. 

Guidance 

In  January  of  last  year,  a  program  was  begun 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  become  a  permanent  part  of  our 
guidance    program.      Speakers    representing    various 
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types  of  occupations  addressed  the  student  body,  de- 
scribing their  work  and  the  qualifications  which  are 
necessary  to  enter  that  type  of  work.  Mr.  Sewell  Dun- 
ton,  manager  of  the  Montague  Rod  and  Reel  Company, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Morgan  of  the  First  National  Bank,  Mr.  H. 
I.  Jenks  of  the  Greenfield  Recorder  Gazette,  Mrs.  John 
W.  Hezelton  of  Deerfield  Academy,  Mr.  W,  H.  Dim- 
mick  of  the  Masachusetts  Nautical  School,  gave  inter- 
esting and  instructive  talks  to  the  student  body.  Rep- 
resentatives of  colleges  spoke  to  smaller  groups,  clarify- 
ing many  questions  relating  to  college  work.  The  con- 
ferences by  class  advisers  and  the  Principal  were  sup- 
plemented by  general  discussions  in  the  auditorium  on 
the  subject,  "Job  Analysis".  The  question  of  jobs  is 
becoming  more  and  more  important  each  year,  and  we 
have  tried  to  make  pupils  realize  the  importance  of 
developing  an  objective  early  in  their  school  life  and 
following  it  through  to  its  completion.  It  is  always  a 
difficult  thing  for  a  community  to  absorb  its  graduates 
in  gainful  occupations  and  it  is  becoming  more  and 
more  necessary  for  the  school  to  look  far  afield  and  en- 
deavor to  fit  the  student  into  the  way  of  life  in  which 
he  will  be  most  happy.  Because  of  the  complexity  of 
our  social  organizations  and  the  increasing  rapidity  of 
change,  this  question  of  guidance  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance in  education  today. 

Visual  Education 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  opportun- 
ity of  using  an  up-to-date  moving  picture  projector 
which  was  recently  purchased.  Visual  education  is 
now  considered  an  essential  part  of  modern  education 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  in  this,  as  in  other  re- 
spects, we  are  continuing  along  progressive  lines.  The 
moving  picture  projector  brings  far  away  peoples  into 
the  class  room  and  they  become  much  more  real  to  the 
student.  While  it  is  true  that  pictures  have  been  a  most 
successful  means  of  giving  people  recreation,  it  is  pre- 
eminently a  device  for  pupil  education,  and  as  such, 
belongs  to  the  educator.  The  sound  projection  to  which 
we  shall  have  access  will  make  it  possible  to  bring  into 
the  class  room  demonstrations,  lectures  by  eminent  au- 
thorities, which  would  not  be  available  otherwise.  In 
the  field  of  music  or  other  subjects  where  accurate 
sound  is  essential,  this  machine  will  be  of  great  assist- 
ance. Mr.  Galvin  of  the  high  school  faculty  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  visual  education  and  is  formulat- 
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ing  plans  for  its  efficient  use  throughout  the  school  sys- 
tem. There  are  many  available  films  which  can  be 
rented  without  charge  and  we  should  be  able  to  pre- 
sent our  lessons  very  economically. 

Secondary  Education 

Secondary  education  is  passing  through  a  period 
of  transition,  and  should  within  a  few  years,  evolve 
with  some  fine  advances.  The  education  presented  to 
high  school  students  is  undergoing  a  thorough  analysis 
and  everywhere  high  school  administrators  are  becom- 
ing conscious  of  the  fact  that  there  must  be  some 
changes  in  curricula  if  we  are  to  serve  every  type  of 
pupil.  When  we  consider  that  the  enrolment  in  high 
schools  in  the  United  States  has  jumped  from  630,000 
to  6,000,000  in  thirty-nine  years,  and  that  the  propor- 
tion of  the  population  of  secondary  school  age  jumped 
from  30%  to  65%  between  1920  and  1936,  we  can  readily 
see  that  we  have  a  type  of  pupil  attending  school  who 
was  not  interested  previously.  In  former  years,  the 
school  was  expected  to  give  book  learning  and  all  were 
put  through  the  same  courses,  regardless  of  their  apti- 
tude for  that  type  of  work.  Today,  the  school  must  ac- 
commodate pupils,  many  of  whom  would  profit  little 
from  the  education  of  two  generations  ago.  Attempts 
have  been  made  and  are  being  made  to  accommodate 
pupils  with  varying  talents  and  degrees  of  intelligence 
and  the  result  has  been  that  a  great  deal  of  new  materi- 
al is  being  advanced  for  the  consideration  of  the  high 
school.  There  is  a  greater  emphasis  upon  citizenship 
in  a  democracy  and  more  and  more  there  is  a  greater 
realization  that  if  democracy  is  to  continue,  it  must  per- 
petuate itself  through  the  medium  of  education. 

Various  agencies  are  at  work  in  this  tremendous 
movement.  Principals  of  high  schools  throughout  the  en- 
tire country,  including  those  in  our  own  county  are  meet- 
ing at  regular  intervals  to  discuss  the  various  issues  and 
problems  of  secondary  education.  The  Department  of 
Secondary  School  Principals  has  presented  a  program 
which  is  being  discussed  wherever  educators  convene. 
The  Advisory  Committee  on  Education,  the  American 
Youth  Commission,  the  Cooperative  Study  of  Secondary 
School  Standards,  the  Educational  Policies  Commission 
and  many  other  such  agencies  are  engaged  in  develop- 
ing a  satisfactory  basic  philosophy  for  secondary 
schools  and  are  looking  forward  to  the  continuous 
adaptation  of  education  to  social  needs.    They  are  also 
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trying  to  make  the  best  procedures  and  practices  in 
education  known  throughout  the  country,  and  are  en- 
couraging their  use  everywhere. 

Conclusion 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  new  furnish- 
ings which  were  recently  purchased  for  the  teachers' 
room  in  the  high  school.  For  a  number  of  years,  the 
furnishings  have  been  inadequate  and  these  purchases 
have  transformed  it  into  a  comfortable  and  attractive 
room. 

Through  your  interest  the  baseball  diamond  has 
been  equipped  with  a  steel  back  stop  and  the  diamond 
reseeded,  resulting  in  an  excellent  field  for  our  base- 
ball games. 

Mr.  Paul  Shumway  and  Mr.  Waldo  Perkins  con- 
structed an  electric  score  board  which  is  giving  excellent 
service  in  the  gymnasium.  They  devoted  much  time  and 
effort  to  this  project  and  have  given  us  a  much  needed 
piece  of  equipment. 

No  report  would  be  complete  if  it  did  not  express 
my  appreciation  to  a  loyal  and  hard  working  corps  of 
teachers  who  have  cooperated  in  many  ways  to  make 
the  work  of  the  high  school  successful. 

Mr.  Maddern  has  performed  his  work  as  janitor 
with  the  same  efficient  spirit  as  in  former  years. 

We  appreciate  the  work  of  the  members  of  the 
American  Legion,  who  again  helped  us  in  the  collec- 
tion of  tickets  at  the  football  games.  Our  thanks  are 
extended  to  the  Chief  of  Police,  William  Callahan  and 
his  department  for  their  help;  to  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  John  Casey,  who  has  helped  immeasurably  in 
many  ways  with  our  athletic  field  problems;  to  the 
Turners  Falls  Rotary  Club  for  its  interest  and  its 
awards;  to  Mr.  Wallace  Marsden  for  his  awards  of 
two  gold  baseballs  for  several  years  past;  to  Doctor 
Maurice  Sullivan  for  his  donation  of  two  new  basket- 
balls each  year  and  to  the  townspeople  who  have  al- 
ways shown  a  keen  interest  in  any  phase  of  high  school 
activity. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  your  keen  interest,  sympathetic  con- 
sideration and  excellent  cooperation  at  all  times  in  the 
problems  of  secondary  education. 

I  also  appreciate  the  confidence  of  the  members 


42  SCHOOL  REPORT 

of  the  School  Committee  and  fine  spirit  of  cooperation 
of  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Montague. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  F.  WRIGHTSON, 
Principal. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ATHLETIC  DIRECTOR 
OF  TURNERS  FALLS  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  11,  1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  worh 
as  Athletic  Director  in  the  Turners  Falls  High  School. 

The  football  season  of  1938  was  without  doubt 
the  best  to  date.  Undefeated  and  untied  in  eight 
games,  the  team  set  a  new  scoring  record  for  Western 
Massachusetts  with  279  points  against  19.  Following 
is  the  season's  record  : 


T. 

F. 

26 

Chicopee 

0 

T. 

F. 

54 

Westfield 

7 

T. 

F. 

33 

Holyoke 

0 

T. 

F. 

41 

Northampton 

0 

T. 

F. 

46 

Athol 

12 

T. 

F. 

33 

Gardner 

0 

T. 

F. 

34 

Agawam 

0 

T. 

F. 

12 

Greenfield 

0 

Four  fully  equipped  teams  were  carried  through- 
out the  season.  No  serious  injuries  were  reported  dur- 
ing the  campaign.  Dr.  Jacobus  was  in  attendance  at  all 
home  games  and  was  at  the  service  of  both  visiting  and 
home  games.  Dr.  Jacobus  also  was  with  the  team  at 
out  of  town  teams. 

The  Valley  League  championship  in  football  was 
won  by  Turners  Falls.  It  marked  the  first  year  foot- 
ball was  included  in  the  long  history  of  the  Valley 
League. 

At  the  close  of  the  season,  Francis  Dolan,  end  ;  Wil- 
liam Prohovich,  fullback;  and  Gerald  Cadran,  guard, 
were  picked  on  the  All  Western  Massachusetts  team. 
Francis  Dolan  set  a  new  Western  Massachusetts  record 
by  kicking  24  points  after  touchdowns. 

The  freshmen  again  showed  the  results  of  sound 
coaching  by  Charles  Galvin  of  the  faculty,  by  going 
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through  a  schedule  of  five  games  and  losing  but  one  to 
Deerfield  Academy.  This  schedule  included  games  with 
Deerfield  Academy  Lightweights  (2)  Deerfield  High 
Seconds,  Arms  Academy  Seconds,  and  Greenfield  Jun- 
ior High. 

The  Reserves,  under  the  able  direction  of  Joseph 
Sheff  won  four  of  a  six  game  schedule;  losing  to  a 
strong  Deerfield  Academy  Junior  Varsity  and  defeat- 
ing Amherst  High  Seconds,  Arms  Academy,  Atho 
High  Seconds  twice  and  a  scoreless  tie  with  Greenfield 
Reserves. 

The  Thanksgiving  Day  game  in  Greenfield  was 
played  on  a  snow  covered  field,  marked  off  with  sand, 
in  near  zero  weather.  Even  so,  it  packed  all  the  thrills 
of  previous  games. 

The  team  received  national  recognition  when 
Turners  Falls  High  School  was  one  of  twenty-five  un- 
defeated teams  through  the  United  States  under  con- 
sideration to  participate  in  a  national  championship 
game  at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  New  Britain,  Con- 
necticut and  Manual  High  of  Louisville,  Kentucky  were 
the  final  selections. 

The  football  season  officially  ended  with  a  fine 
banquet  at  which  the  Rotary  Club  members  were  guests 
of  the  football  squad.  This  was  held  in  the  High 
School  Cafeteria  and  over  100  enjoyed  a  grand  menu 
prepared  by  the  Home  Economics  Department  super- 
vised by  Miss  Alice  Reum.  J.  F.  Farrell,  Superinten- 
dent of  Schools  at  Adams  and  a  well  known  football 
official  was  the  guest  speaker.  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr. 
Wrightson  also  gave  talks.  Letters  and  certificates 
were  presented  to  the  squad. 

The  basketball  season  showed  some  improvement 
over  the  1936-1937  record.  Seven  games  were  won 
and  twelve  lost.  Turners  finished  in  tie  with  Chicopee 
for  sixth  place  in  Valley  League  standing. 

A  Grammar  school  squad,  coached  very  well 
by  Bernard  Foley  and  the  Freshman  squad,  coached 
by  Charles  Galvin,  should  strengthen  future  varsity 
teams.  At  the  close  of  the  season  three  weeks  of  in- 
termural  games  gave  all  the  boys  an  opportunity  to 
play  the  game.  Winners  in  this  series  played  the  win- 
ners of  a  similar  league  from  Greenfield  High. 

The  baseball  team  won  seven  and  lost  ten  games. 
Valley  League  competition  was  very  close,  with  Hol- 
yoke    winning    and    Turners    Falls    finishing    fourth. 
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Western  Massachusetts  honors  went  to  Athol  who  rep- 
resented this  section  in  the  State  Championship  at  Bos- 
ton. 

The  Marston  Awards,  two  gold  baseballs,  award- 
ed by  Mr.  Wallace  Marston  for  the  twelfth  year,  were 
presented  to  Francis  Dolan  for  scholarship  and  base- 
ball ability  and  to  John  Dolan  for  all  around  baseball 
ability.  These  awards  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
boys  and  are  certainly  an  incentive  for  better  work  both 
in  the  class  room  and  on  the  baseball  field. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Rotary  Club  invited  the 
baseball  squad  to  a  splendid  banquet,  this  year  held 
in  Millers  Falls.  May  I  say  that  the  baseball  squad  sin- 
cerely appreciates  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Rotary 
Club.  Mr.  Henry  Holley  of  Monson  High  School  was 
the  speaker.  Rotary  sweaters  were  awarded  to  Joseph 
Foley,  for  high  scholastic  standing  and  Michael  Kulis 
for  improvement  in  baseball. 

The  baseball  games  were  played  on  the  new  field 
in  the  rear  of  the  High  School.  A  fine  new  backstop 
of  iron  construction  has  been  erected.  The  entire  play- 
ing field,  with  a  fine  grass  infield  is  as  good  as  any  base- 
ball diamond  in  Western  Massachusetts. 

The  Track  Team  participated  in  six  meets  during 
the  school  year.  The  track  season  may  be  divided  in- 
to two  parts ;  fall  and  spring  meets.  In  the  fall  meets. 
Turners  was  especially  successful,  winning  all  three 
meets  entered.  These  were :  Franklin  County  Fair, 
M.  S.  C.  Invitation  Meet,  and  Hampshire  County  Fair. 
The  spring  meets  were  Greenfield  Invitation  Meet, 
Western  Massachusetts  Track  Championships,  and  the 
M.  S.  C.  Relay  Carnival.  Coach  Joseph  Sheff  did  a 
fine  job  in  developing  this  track  squad. 

The  Tennis  team  again  very  ably  coached  by  Carl 
Walz  played  a  schedule  of  eleven  matches,  winning 
five,  losing  five,  and  tieing  one. 

The  citizens  of  Montague  may  well  be  proud  of 
our  athletic  plant,  consisting  of  the  gym  and  playing 
fields.  These  compare  very  favorably  with  any  in  the 
state.  However,  a  good  wire  fence  inclosing  the  field 
must  be  considered  before  we  can  say  "complete"  to 
these  fine  facilities.  There  is  also  a  real  need  for  good 
portable  bleachers  for  the  baseball  and  football  fields. 

Following  is  a  list  of  those  boys  who  have  been 
awarded  letters  and  certificates  during  the  school  year : 
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Warren  Gingras 
Robert  Gingras 


Tennis 


Theodore  Aitken 


Kenneth  Parsons 
Edward  Sicard 


Football 


Chester  Kulch,  Captain 
Francis  Dolan,  Jr. 
John  Dolan 
Edward  Bordeau 
Richard  Burrill 
Gerald  Cadran 
Edward  Christan 
Richard  Gingras 
William  LaFrance 
Henry  Skrypek 
Leo  Grogan 
John  McCarthy 
Chester  Martin 


Joseph  Foley 
Gerald  Couture 
Edward  Yarmas 
Edward  Bordeau 
Edward  Sicard 
Chester  Kulch 


Joseph  Foley 
Edward  Bordeau 
Chester  Kulch 
Francis  Dolan,  Jr. 
John  Dolan 
Francis  Bertrang 
Charles  Bergiel 

John  Ladd,  Captain 
Alex  Kostrzewsky 
Olaf  Hoff,  Jr. 
Henry  Boucher 
Albert  Giknis 
William  Beaubien 
Russell  Bessette 
Edward  Waryas 
John  Dolan 
Howard  Luippold 


James  Treml 

Edward  Dlugosz 

Raymond  Slifer 

William  Prohovich 

Harold  Bonnette 

Edward  Corbierre 

Emile  Paulin 

Edward  Waryas 

Henry  Zewinski 

Joseph  Rosecki 

David  Shanahan 

John  Muszynski 

Olaf  Hoff,  Jr.,  Manager 


Basketball 


Baseball 


Track 


William  LaFrance 

Michael  Kulis 

Joseph  Gozeski 

William  Prohovich 

Gerald  Cadran 

John  Ryan,  Manager 

Gerald  Cadran 

William  LaFrance 

Henry  Skrypek 

Myles  Johnson 

Frank  Wojtasiewicz 

Michael  Kulis 

John  Sojka,  Manager 

Raymond  Morin 

Edward  Bordeau 

Gerald  Cadran 

John  Delpha 

Edwin  Parenteau 

William  Bitzer 

Francis  Fowler 

Russell  Breault 

William  Prohovich 

James  Treml,  Manager 
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In  closing  this  report  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity 
to  make  it  known  that  your  personal  interest  in  all 
branches  of  athletics  has  been  a  great  help.  Also,  I 
would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Dr.  Jacobus 
for  his  cooperation ;  to  Dr.  M.  E.  Sullivan,  who  again 
donated  two  official  basketballs  for  Valley  League 
play;  to  Jack  Casey  for  his  interest  in  all  our  athletic 
needs;  and  to  the  American  Legion  for  their  services 
during  the  football  and  basketball  seasons;  to  those 
alumni,  Donald  Taber,  Harold  Pervere,  Harold  Fugere, 
Lawrence  Sicard,  Richard  Berard,  Roland  Bordeau  and 
Joseph  Welcome  and  others  who  assisted  during  the 
football  season  in  coaching  and  officiating ;  and  finally 
to  the  citizens  of  the  town  for  their  interest  and  loyalty 
to  the  teams. 

Mr.  Wrightson  and  all  the  members  of  the  faculty 
have  been  very  helpful.  Mr.  Maddern  has  been  coop- 
erative at  all  times. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EARL  E.  LORDEN, 

Athletic  Director. 
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REPORT  OF  MANUAL  TRAINING  DEPARTMENT 

January  12,  1939 
Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  herewith  submit  for  your  approval  my  report  as 
Industrial  Arts  instructor  in  the  Turners  Falls  High 
School. 

The  aims  of  the  Manual  Arts  course  for  beginning 
students  is  to  make  worthwhile  articles  which  they  de- 
sire for  their  homes ;  to  develop  the  ability  to  appreciate 
what  is  done  by  others ;  and  to  reveal  to  the  boys  their 
special  interests  and  abilities. 

For  the  past  year  the  classes  in  Manual  Arts  have 
been  using  a  classroom  workbook  "Instructional  and 
Informational  Units  for  Hand  Woodworking"  and  re- 
sults show  that  altho  the  students  have  been  obliged 
to  retain  a  great  deal  of  relative  information,  it  has  en- 
abled them  to  do  better  work  with  greater  ease,  develop 
more  speed  and  accuracy,  and  thereby  has  given  them 
more  confidence  in  their  ability.  The  Industrial  Arts 
slogan  of  "Learning  by  Doing"  has  been  carried  out  to 
the  utmost  through  the  utilization  of  class  time  since 
only  about  one-fourth  of  the  time  is  spent  in  class  par- 
ticipation of  the  related  work  and  the  remaining  time 
spent  in"Doing". 

Lathe  turning  is  taught  after  the  related  work  on 
hand  tools  and  hand  tool  operations  has  been  covered 
in  the  workbooks  and  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  en- 
able the  student  to  gain  a  certain  amount  of  manipula- 
tive skill.  The  first  turning  project  is  a  file  handle 
which  covers  most  of  the  fundamental  lathe  operations 
and  at  the  same  time  getting  away  from  the  "practice 
piece"  method  of  teaching  by  making  something  use- 
ful and  needed  in  the  shop.  The  student  after  realiz- 
ing his  own  ability  is  allowed  with  careful  supervision 
to  turn  a  project  of  his  own  choice. 

The  aims  of  the  Advanced  Shopwork  course  for 
upper-classmen  who  have  successfully  completed  one 
year  of  Manual  Arts  are  to  develop  a  handiman's  skill ; 
a  further  knowledge  of  tools,  machines,  and  processes ; 
a  wholesome  attitude  toward  manual  work ;  interest  in 
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construction  and  repair  jobs;  good  taste  in  the  selec- 
tion of  products  of  the  industry ;  an  ideal  of  thorough 
and  competent  workmanship. 

The  students  taking  Advanced  Shopwork  and 
Manual  Arts  are  grouped  together  due  to  schedule  dif- 
ficulties but  it  has  its  advantages  because  of  the  stimu- 
lus to  the  boys  of  little  experience  coming  in  contact 
with  boys  of  more  knowledge  and  abilities.  The  Ad- 
vanced student  has  the  opportunity  of  using  the  class 
workbook  for  reference  and  the  added  time  in  the  shop 
furthers  his  knowledge  of  more  intricate  processes ;  ad- 
vanced methods  of  construction ;  experience  with  many 
types  of  wood  finishes ;  and  a  greater  skill  in  wood  turn- 
ing. Upper-classmen  are  given  careful  instructions  on 
machinery  operation  and  are  allowed  to  use  the  wood- 
working machines  under  close  supervision. 

Safety  first  is  taught  and  strictly  adhered  to.  Stu- 
dents of  both  courses  are  instructed  in  sharpening  and 
proper  care  of  tools.  The  woodworking  machines  are 
equipped  with  safety  devices. 

A  display  of  projects  made  during  the  year  was 
held  last  May  at  the  High  School  library.  Every  stu- 
dent was  requested  to  place  an  article  on  display.  Of 
this  group,  four  were  donated  prizes  as  being  worthy 
projects  skillfully  made,  two  projects  being  picked 
from  the  Manual  Arts  group  and  two  from  the  Ad- 
vanced Shopwork  group.  Many  of  the  projects  re- 
ceived honorable  mention.  Those  receiving  awards  or 
honorable  mention  were  then  displayed  in  the  Town 
Office  windows  for  a  few  days.  Mr.  Bernhard  Dirks 
and  Mr.  Stanley  Zak  acted  as  judges  and  distributed 
the  awards.  The  following  prizes  were  donated ;  a  set  of 
hand  carving  tools  by  the  Franklin  County  Lumber  Co. ; 
a  hand  drill  by  E.  M.  Gulow  &  Co. ;  a  group  of  small 
tools  by  F.  I.  Webster  Co.;  and  a  paint  brush  and  a 
quart  of  varnish  by  Couture  Brothers. 

The  aim  of  the  Mechanical  Drawing  course  is  to  en- 
able the  student  to  read  simple  blue  prints ;  to  gain  suf- 
ficient skill  to  express  clearly  to  persons  familiar  with 
drafting  the  essential  ideas  about  the  object  drawn;  a 
knowledge  of  drafting  tools  and  processes ;  an  expres- 
sion of  ideas  through  drawing ;  neatness  and  good  taste 
in  the  arrangement  of  work. 

Two  periods  a  week  are  set  aside  for  this  course 
and  all  students  of  Industrial  Arts  are  enrolled.  Un- 
der the  present  arrangement  it  is  possible  for  students 
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of  other  programs  to  take  Mechanical  Drawing.  Due 
to  extra  large  groups  last  year  I  made  blue  prints 
of  the  problems  to  be  drawn  and  this  year  the  begin- 
ning students  have  shown  a  marked  improvement  in 
their  work  so  far  accomplished  so  I  am  working  on  a 
group  of  blue  prints  for  the  Advanced  students.  These 
blue  prints  take  care  of  mixed  groups  very  successfully 
because  of  individual  differences.  To  the  beginner 
only  the  fundamentals  of  Orthographic  Projection  are 
taught.  The  Advanced  students  receive  instructions  in 
the  following  order:  auxiliary  projection;  revolutions; 
machine  drawing;  developments  and  intersections; 
some  architectural  drawing;  tracing  and  blue  print 
making. 

At  this  time  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  apprecia- 
tion to  you,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Wrightson  for  the  co- 
operation and  interest  shown  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALDO  J.  PERKINS. 
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REPORT  OF  HOME  ECONOMICS  DEPARTMENT 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  13,  1939. 
Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Burke: 

Herewith  is  submitted  my  second  annual  report  as 
teacher  of  Home  Economics  in  the  Turners  Falls  High 
School. 

The  course  offered  to  girls  in  our  High  School  is 
for  Freshmen  only  but  because  of  the  large  number  en- 
rolled in  the  course,  I  teach  the  entire  six  periods  of 
the  school  day,  there  being  three  classes  of  two  periods 
each.  For  the  most  part,  these  students  have  had  no 
instruction  and  very  little  experience  in  Home  Econom- 
ics so  there  is  real  need  of  instruction  that  will  enable 
them  to  have  practical  as  well  as  theoretical  knowl- 
edge in  these  subjects.  Proper  selection  of  clothing 
and  care  of  the  body  are  considered  in  the  clothing- 
course  besides  the  actual  construction  of  garments. 
Food  requirements  in  relation  to  health  are  studied 
with  the  idea  of  teaching  the  student  the  necessity  of 
correct  eating  which  can  hardly  be  over-emphasized. 
Practical  knowledge  is  gained  in  the  preparation  of 
foods. 

In  January  of  1938  the  girls  studied  the  use  of 
commercial  patterns  and  how  to  fit  and  alter  them. 
They  then  used  these  patterns  to  construct  garments 
which  they  most  needed,  selection  being  made  from 
pajamas,  coulottes  or  dresses. 

A  unit  on  the  care  and  selection  of  clothing  was 
considered,  the  lines  of  garments  and  the  consequent 
effect  on  different  figures  being  stressed.  The  selec- 
tion of  proper  clothing  suited  to  the  individual  type  was 
emphasized.  Not  only  is  it  necessary  to  learn  about 
new  clothes  but  the  repair  of  garments  by  different 
methods  is  essential  and  this  too  was  a  part  of  the 
course.  In  conjunction  with  this  phase  of  Home  Eco- 
nomics, hair  dress  and  color  suited  to  individual  types 
was  included  together  with  care  of  the  skin. 

To  make  the  course  more  interesting,  we  shift 
from  clothing  to  foods  and  vice  versa.    Theory  work  in 
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connection  with  breakfasts  was  taken  up  and  much  of 
this  information  was  gained  from  the  text  books.  Sev- 
eral days  were  devoted  to  laboratory  preparation  of 
different  breakfast  foods  and  one  day  was  given  to  the 
serving  of  a  complete  breakfast. 

Again  theory  was  studied  relative  to  luncheons. 
The  girls  prepared  soups,  chowders,  main  hot  dishes, 
salads  and  desserts  such  as  puddings  and  pies.  Then 
the  complete  luncheon  was  served  and  we  had  a  facul- 
ty member  as  guest.  The  students  had  been  taught  con- 
cerning proper  topics  of  conversation  and  ways  of  ap- 
proach while  entertaining  so  some  had  the  opportunity 
of  putting  into  practice  such  knowledge. 

The  last  garments  constructed  in  sewing  were 
sport  frocks  and  street  dresses  and  when  these  were 
finished  we  held  a  style  show  in  the  High  School  audi- 
torium for  the  girls  of  the  entire  student  body. 

When  school  reopened  in  September,  the  new 
classes  were  taught  the  care  and  operation  of  the  sew- 
ing machine.  The  first  articles  of  clothing  made  by 
them  were  aprons  and  pot  holders  to  be  used  while 
cooking  in  the  laboratory. 

Kitchen  equipment  and  how  to  care  for  the  same 
was  considered  thoroughly  as  it  is  essential  that  the 
girls  learn  not  only  how  to  cook  but  also  how  to  keep 
the  laboratory  clean  and  in  good  order. 

As  an  introduction  to  the  nutrition  unit,  we  dis- 
cussed the  types  of  food  substances  and  their  functions 
in  the  body.  During  the  foods'  course,  as  opportunity 
arises,  various  phases  of  the  above  are  studied  in 
greater  detail. 

Because  the  football  banquet  comes  in  December, 
the  dinner  unit  was  the  first  to  be  studied.  The  stu- 
dents learned  the  theory  governing  the  preparation  of 
different  foods  suitable  for  dinners  and  put  into  prac- 
tice this  knowledge  by  actual  preparation  of  such 
dishes  as  vegetables,  quick  breads,  meats  and  cakes. 

On  December  twelfth  we  served  the  banquet  to 
approximately  one  hundred  twenty-five  people,  mem- 
bers of  the  Rotary  Club  being  invited  guests.  The  menu 
consisted  of :  Fruit  Cup,  Chicken  Pie,  Mashed  Potatoes, 
Buttered  Peas,  Buttered  Carrots,  Cranberry  Jelly,  Pic- 
kles, Celery,  Olives,  Rolls,  Ice-Cream  with  Strawberry 
Sauce,  Brownies  and  Coffee. 

After  this  we  made  approximately  fourteen  hun- 
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dred  candy  bags  for  the  community  Christmas  tree  and 
also  helped  with  costumes  for  the  Christmas  pageant 
which  was  presented  by  the  schools  this  year. 

Shortly  before  Christmas  we  spent  some  time  on 
sugar  cookery,  making  fudge,  penuche  and  peanut 
brittle. 

This  year  the  girls  have  shown  a  decided  interest 
in  the  Home  Economics  Club  which  now  has  an  enrol- 
ment of  over  forty  members.  It  is  encouraging  to  have 
the  girls  interested  in  this  extra  curricula  activity 
which  I  feel  fills  a  social  place  in  their  school  life. 

At  this  time  I  express  my  sincere  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  you  and  Mr.  Wrightson  for  the  cooperation 
and  assistance  that  have  been  given  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  H.  REUM. 
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REPORT  OF  MANAGER  OF  CAFETERIA 
High  School 

Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 
January  10,  1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke, 
Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  submitting  herewith  my  second  annual  report  as  Manager 
of  the  Turners  Falls  High  School  Cafeteria. 

Last  year  at  this  time  the  cafeteria  was  still  very  much  in  the 
experimental  stage,  but  now  I  feel  that  it  is  firmly  established  as 
a  very  necessary  part  of  the  school  life. 

We  are  serving  a  larger  and  broader  group  of  students  than  a 
year  ago  for  besides  the  high  school  students  we  have  an  increasing 
number  of  grade  school  students,  who  come  from  a  distance,  using 
the  cafeteria.  Many  of  these  children  bring  lunches  from  home 
and  supplement  them  with  a  bowl  of  soup  or  a  bottle  of  milk. 
Whether  they  buy  or  bring  their  lunches  in  whole  or  in  part,  any 
pupil  of  the  school  system  is  made  welcome  and  has  the  privilege 
of  an  attractive  and  warm  place  to  eat  their  lunch. 

Our  menus  continue  much  as  last  year  with  soup,  sandwiches, 
milk,  cocoa,  plate  lunches,  and  simple  desserts  being  tlie  daily  stand- 
bys.  Our  milk  consumption  has  increased  and  we  used  about  one- 
third  more  dark  bread  than  white  which  points  to  the  fact  that 
the  cafeteria  is  getting  in  some  practical  health  education. 

The  cafeteria  has  a  place  in  the  social  life  of  the  school  as 
many  of  the  school  organizations  have  used  it  for  luncheon  meet- 
ings. These  luncheons  give  the  student  members  a  bit  of  social 
training  they  might  not  otherwise  get  and  afford  our  student  work- 
ers with  opportunity  to  learn  about  the  practical  side  of  enter- 
taining. 

We  point  with  pride  to  several  improvements.  In  September 
the  three  assistants  appeared  in  new  blue  and  white  checked  uni- 
forms, made  by  themselves,  which  adds  to  the  attractiveness  and 
neatness  of  the  service.  In  September  also,  a  new  bulletin  board 
was  installed  in  the  upper  hall  containing  the  daily  menu  and  fre- 
quently changed  health  posters.  For  another  greatly  appreciated 
improvement  we  owe  thanks  to  Mr.  Perkins  and  his  Manual  Train- 
ing classes  as  they  cut  off  the  stools  to  a  more  comfortable  height. 
A  drinking  fountain  and  a  tray  rail  have  been  installed  this  year 
and  also  add  much  to  the  efficiency  of  service. 

The  cafeteria  works  in  close  cooperation  with  Miss  McCabe 
and  the  State  Department  of  .Health  Nutritionist.  In  October  we 
had  the  honor  to  act  as  hostess  for  a  meeting  of  cafeteria  managers 
from  Gardner,  Athol,  Orange,  Greenfield,  Shelburne,  and  Charle- 
mont  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Department  of  Health.  Last 
July  I  attended  a  one  week's  course  for  cafeteria  managers  con- 
ducted at  Fitchburg  State  Teachers'  College  by  the  joint  State  De- 
partments of  Education  and  Health. 

That  the  students  are  very  appreciative  of  the  cafeteria  facili- 
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ties  and  that  they  consider  it  a  very  necessary  adjunct  was  recently 
shown  by  the  Student  Opinion  column  in  the  Netop  issue  of  Decem- 
ber 21. 

Too  much  can  not  be  said  for  the  fine  cooperation  and  inter- 
est given  me  by  Mr.  Wrightson  and  yourself,  and  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  thank  you  both. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SHEILA  M.  TABER 
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REPORT  OF  ART  SUPERVISOR 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  11,  1939 
Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Supt.  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Burke: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Supervisor  of  Art  in 
the  schools  of  Montague. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  in  the  Art  Department  has  con- 
tinued to  follow  the  course  as  outlined  by  the  State  Department  of 
Education  with  a  little  more  stress  on  the  craft  side  of  art.  This 
swing  towards  the  crafts  is  to  meet  a  growing  need  in  our  schools. 
The  home  craft  movement  is  growing  stronger  day  by  day  and 
many  are  finding  outlets  for  their  work  in  our  American  shops.  It 
is  with  this  in  mind  that  the  arts  are  turning  to  more  art  in  every 
home  instead  of  only  the  art  of  the  studio  and  the  picture  gallery. 
Art  added  to  any  need  that  is  near  at  hand  will,  with  its  added 
beauty,  bring  success  to  its  maker. 

The  major  projects  in  High  School  during  the  fall  of  the  year 
have  been  Italian  Stained  Glass  Windows,  Block  Prints  for  Christ- 
mas Cards,  and  a  calendar  of  seven  pages,  printed  by  the  Silk 
Screen  process,  illustrating  scenes  from  our  own  community.  These 
calendars  were  sold  by  the  students  and  netted  a  considerable  sum 
towards  a  fund  to  finance  a  trip  to  the  Boston  Museums.  The  High 
School  Freshmen  Class  made  Poppy  Posters  which  were  submitted 
to  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  contest.  The  upper  classes  made 
posters  for  the  New  York  World's  Fair.  In  September  a  new 
course  was  started,  a  Window  Trimming  Course.  It  has  proved 
very  much  worthwhile.  Already  we  have  trimmed  three  windows 
of  local  stores.  All  preparations  are  made  at  the  school  and  then 
applied  to  the  store  itself. 

One  of  the  projects  which  proved  interesting  was  making  the 
properties  and  costumes  for  the  Christmas  Pageant  held  at  the 
High  School  Auditorium  in  December. 

The  lower  grades  continue  in  the  different  groups  of  work ;  paper 
cutting,  pasting,  illustrating  and  design.  I  try  to  vary  the  projects 
insofar  as  it  is  possible.  We  are  doing  some  picture  study  in  the 
third  and  fourth  grades  and  next  year  this  will  carry  over  into  the 
fifth  and  sixth  grades.  The  elementary  grades  are  doing  more 
craft  work.  This  year  we  made  waste  baskets  and  popcorn  plates. 
The  printing  work  is  carried  on  in  all  the  first  six  grades  and  is 
xised  in  all  poster  work. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  grades  are  doing  commercial  work  in 
the  form  of  illustrations  for  the  school  paper,  block  prints  for 
Christmas  cards  and  posters.  Craft  work  applied  to  folders  for 
their  own  drawings  were  made  by  each  student.  This  year  the 
Grammar  School  has  a  room  exclusively  for  drawing.  This  ar- 
rangement has  proved  much  more  satisfactory.  All  drawing 
lessons  are  conducted  in  this  room  so  that  all  materials  may  be  kept 
in  one  place. 

I  wish  to  state  here  that  art  in  our  schools  is  not  taught  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  producing  artists.     Not  all  students  can  be 


SCHOOL  REPORT  57 

taught  to  be  artists  but  they  can  be  taught  to  add  Creative  Hands 
to  Creative  Minds,  as  there  is  no  labor  that  cannot  be  bettered  and 
made  more  enjoyable  by  even  the  simplest  addition  of  Art.  Cre- 
ative hands  make  the  ablest  citizens.  Creative  work  produces 
problems  which  in  themselves  parallel  the  problems  of  life  and, 
therefore,  train  the  student  for  life.  There-by  Art  becomes  a 
Teacher  in  the  Art  of  Living. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  teaching  force  for  its  cooperation  in  all 
our  projects.  I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Wrightson  for  his  interest  in 
this  department.  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Burke,  for  your  support  and 
ready  assistance  in  all  problems. 

Sincerely  yours, 

LYDIA  DESORMEAUX, 

Art  Supervisor 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke  January  13,  1939 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Burke: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  supervisor  of  music  in  the  ele- 
mentary and  grammar  grades  of  the  Town  of  Montague  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1938. 

In  planning  my  work  in  the  school  I  base  all  of  my  plans  on  my 
firm  belief  that  everyone  loves  music  of  some  kind  and  on  the  fact 
that  every  child,  if  not  physically  handicapped,  has  a  singing  voice 
and  can  be  taught  its  correct  use.  In  order  to  give  the  child  the 
power  to  enjoy  music  to  the  utmost  of  his  capacity,  I  direct  and 
guide  his  musical  experiences  along  three  lines — participation  sing- 
ing, playing  and  listening.  As  the  children  develop  they  soon  show 
an  aptitude  along  one  of  these  lines  and  the  most  talented  find  en- 
joyment along  all  three  lines. 

PARTICIPATION  IN  SINGING.  Every  child  in  the  school  is 
taught  to  sing.  My  aim  is  to  treat  the  individual  child  as  one  of  a 
group  all  working  together  to  make  one  beautiful  piece  of  work. 
Solo  work,  except  individual  work  to  develop  poise  and  self-confi- 
dence, is  not  encouraged  below  the  grammar  grades.  The  classes 
are  taught  the  very  best  in  song  material.  The  singing  in  Grade 
I  is  entirely  by  rote.  At  the  beginning  of  the  second  half  of  the 
school  year  the  pupils  of  Grade  II  are  taught  the  simplest  funda- 
mentals of  music  reading.  This  is  continued  and  developed  in 
Grade  III  and  during  the  first  half  of  Grade  IV.  During  the  second 
half  of  the  fourth  year  we  begin  two-part  singing  which  is  then 
continued  and  developed  during  the  whole  of  the  work  in  Grade  V. 
Three-part  music  is  started  in  Grade  VI  and  developed  in  Grade 
VII.  During  the  second  half  of  the  year  four-part  singing  is  started 
in  Grade  VIII.  This  is  a  very  difficult  and  important  period  from 
a  vocal  standpoint.  The  boys'  voices  must  be  constantly  checked 
and  guarded  against  serious  strain. 

For  the  past  seven  years  we  have  had  a  glee  club  in  the  New 
Eighth  building.  This  is  a  record  year,  however,  as  the  Glee  Club 
is  the  largest  in  its  history,  with  a  membership  of  fifty.  The  club 
performed  at  the  Massachusetts  Music  Festival  held  in  Greenfield 
on  May  14th.  This  Festival  is  not  a  new  project  but  has  always 
been  held  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  It  was  found  to  be  of 
such  value  to  the  music  students  that  the  music  educators  decided 
to  have  sectional  festivals  so  that  more  schools  might  participate 
and  enjoy  its  benefits.  It  is  not  a  contest  but  a  competition-festi- 
val. The  various  groups  perform  required  numbers  before  expert 
judges  who  rate  them  and  offer  constructive  criticism.  The  goal, 
therefore,  is  not  a  prize  or  ribbon  but  the  inner  satisfaction  that 
comes  with  perfection  of  performance.  They  also  have  the  privi- 
lege of  hearing  other  groups  in  the  same  class  perform  the  same 
required  numbers  and  learn  to  criticize  and  judge  themselves.  I 
was  very  pleased  that  our  first  performance  at  such  a  festival  re- 
ceived "First  Rating"  with  the  following  remarks : 

"The  group  was  particularly  well  disciplined  and  made  a  splen- 
did appearance.  Their  diction  throughout  was  excellent,  as  was  the 
interpretation  of  the  song  material,  the  dynamic  phrasing,  and  the 
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rhythm.  I  have  given  you  a  very  superior  rating  which  is  the 
highest  possible  rating  and  I  believe  the  work  this  morning  thor- 
oughly deserves  this  compliment.  The  accompanist  gave  a  very 
sympathetic  performance." 

This  Elementary  Glee  Club  later  performed  the  same  songs 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  also  at  a  High  School  Assem- 
bly. 

On  taking  over  the  music  in  the  Grammar  School  in  Septem- 
ber, I  immediately  formed  a  glee  club  there,  which  has  a  member- 
ship of  52  voices.  The  group  meets  once  a  week  after  school  hours, 
thus  proving  their  sincere  enjoyment  of  vocal  music.  In  December 
the  club  furnished  the  vocal  background  for  the  Christmas  pageant, 
"The  Adoration",  presented  by  the  High  School  students  in  the 
school  auditorium.  The  club  is  now  preparing  a  program  to  be  pre- 
sented in  the  near  future  during  the  Turners  Falls  Radio  Hour  at 
the  Shea  Theatre.  In  participating  in  this  particular  program  the 
children  feel  that  they,  too,  are  doing  their  part  in  the  civic  work 
of  the  community. 

The  Elementary  Grade  Glee  Club  again  sang  carols  at  the 
Community  Christmas  Party  at  Unity  Park  on  December  22nd. 

PARTICIPATION  IN  PLAYING.  I  plan  to  have  a  small 
orchestra  well  organized  before  the  close  of  the  present  school  year. 
A  survey  has  been  made  to  determine  the  number  of  musical  in- 
struments available,  with  the  following  result:  6  violins,  2  cornets, 
1  flute,  1  French  horn,  3  drums  and  5  bugles.  Of  this  list,  how- 
ever, two  violinists,  one  cornetist  and  the  flutist  are  the  only  ones 
who  have  knowledge  as  to  the  use  of  their  particular  instruments. 
I  have  started  a  violin  class  for  the  remaining  four  violins  and 
arrangements  are  under  way  to  have  the  others  taught  the  use  of 
their  instruments. 

Whenever  possible,  I  allow  piano  students  to  accom.pany  the 
class  singing.    I  also  encourage  solo  performances. 

PARTICIPATION  IN  LISTENING.  Through  the  kindness  of 
several  townspeople,  our  pupils  are  obtaining  a  much  broader  musi- 
cal training  than  has  been  possible  heretofore.  During  the  year  we 
have  received  two  pianos,  one  being  placed  at  Montague  City  and 
one  in  the  New  Eighth  Street  building.  The  children  are  now  able 
to  have  an  accompaniment  to  their  songs.  At  the  South  End  build- 
ing we  have  a  combination  radio  and  victrola.  A  victrola  has  been 
donated  to  the  Old  Eighth  building. 

Beginning  with  Grade  III,  a  part  of  each  weekly  lesson  is  de- 
voted to  listening  to  recorded  music.  Through  the  medium  of  the 
victrola  the  children  learn  the  various  rhythms  and  forms  of  music, 
the  instruments  of  the  orchestra  and  band,  the  great  composers  and 
some  of  the  great  compositions. 

My  one  aim  is  to  give  a  good  musical  foundation  and  back- 
ground which  the  children  may  use  as  a  basis  for  their  judgment  of 
the  music  they  hear  at  concerts,  at  the  movies  and  over  the  radio 
and  that  they  may  enjoy  a  richer  and  fuller  life  through  their  par- 
ticipation in  and  love  of  the  best  in  music. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Burke,  for  the  under- 
standing you  have  shown  and  encouragement  you  have  given  me  in 
the  various  musical  activities  I  have  undertaken  during  the  past 
year.  I  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  the  grade  teachers  who  carry 
out  so  faithfully  the  work  I  plan  for  each  class. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

FLORENCE  E.  ARGY 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 

Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  January  12,  1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  supervisor  of  music  of  the 
higher  grades.  In  a  general  manner  the  work  has  followed  along 
the  lines  of  previous  years.  Each  class  in  the  High  School  has  its 
weekly  assembly  devoted  to  the  singing  of  folk  songs  and  in  prep- 
aration of  songs  used  in  connection  with  the  Band. 

During  the  past  year  the  Band  has  had  quite  a  few  successes. 
As  in  the  two  previous  years  it  was  asked  to  give  the  concert  on 
the  final  night  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Basketball  Tournament 
at  the  State  College.  It  made  a  visit  to  the  Orange  High  School 
and  gave  a  concert  there.  It  entered  the  Music  Tournament  at 
Greenfield  in  May  and  received  a  fine  rating.  The  Band  is  with- 
out doubt  the  busiest  group  in  the  school  because,  in  addition  to 
the  engagements  mentioned  above,  it  plays  for  football  games, 
basketball  games,  spring  military  drills  and  the  usual  school  field 
days.  This  means  that  the  Band  has  to  be  ready  at  the  opening 
of  school  and  does  not  finish  the  year  until  July  fourth.  The  work 
required  in  this  department  may  be  realized  when  I  state  that  in 
order  to  keep  the  organization  going  we  must  figure  on  training 
twelve  or  thirteen  new  players  yearly.  The  present  roster  is  forty- 
five  of  which  twenty-nine  are  girls  and  sixteen  are  boys. 

Due  to  the  present  lack  of  students  of  violin,  our  orchestra 
is  not  as  large  as  in  some  former  years — it  numbers  fourteen,  nine 
girls  and  five  boys.  The  orchestra  furnished  music  for  all  the 
assemblies  and  for  a  number  of  evening  entertainments.  This 
year  our  Glee  Club  numbered  78 — 66  girls  and  12  boys.  We  have 
also  developed  a  Choral  Club  of  twelve  girls  who  have  made  several 
very  creditable  appearances  during  the  past  few  months. 

There  are  two  things  for  which  I  particularly  ask  your  con- 
sideration. First,  we  should  have  a  fund  for  the  needs  of  the 
Band.  This  is  badly  needed  for  the  upkeep  of  uniforms  and  the 
repair  of  instruments.  A  great  many  of  the  instruments  will  re- 
quire repair  or  replacement  from  time  to  time  and  it  is  an  item 
that  cannot  be  avoided  if  the  School  Band  is  to  continue.  For  the 
classes  in  music  appreciation  we  need  to  enlarge  the  library  of 
records  started  last  year. 

In  concluding,  may  I  say  that  your  assistance  and  the  pleas- 
ant relations  with  you  and  all  the  teachers  during  the  past  year 
find  me  most  thankful. 

Sincerely  yours, 

CHARLES  M.  BICKFORD. 
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REPORT  OF  PHYSICAL  DIRECTOR 

Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  January  18,  1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Physical  Director  of 
the  Montague  Public  Schools. 

A  great  deal  of  emphasis  has  been  and  still  is  being  placed  on 
posture.  Posture  is  our  first  aim  in  physical  education  because  of 
its  importance  to  the  growing  child.  This  is  not  merely  for  per- 
sonal appearance  but  for  proper  adjustment  of  the  neuro-muscular 
system  as  the  child  develops.  Each  child  receives  every  possible 
advantage  to  attain  this  aim.  The  group  as  a  whole  receives  gen- 
eral instruction.  Those  pupils  with  slight  mal-formations  receive 
individual  correction  while  those  with  suspected  deformities  are 
reported  to  Miss  Maccabe,  who  follows  them  through  to  the  homes 
and  proper  sources  of  re-adjustment. 

Because  of  the  low  average  of  the  high  school  girls  their  pos- 
ture is  being  checked  every  month  in  an  effort  to  make  them  more 
conscious  of  its  importance. 

In  the  grades,  tests  are  given  every  two  months,  with  the  class 
having  the  highest  average  receiving  the  banner.  At  the  close  of 
school  Miss  Agnes  Hanifin's  room  received  the  highest  average  of 
the  entire  year  with  96%.  Miss  Griffin's  room  of  Millers  Falls  fol- 
lowed closely  with  95%.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  has  been 
definite  progress  in  our  posture  drive  in  the  grades.  A  year  ago 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  posture  buttons  were  awarded  to  the 
girls  and  boys  who  were  capable  of  one  hundred  per  cent  posture, 
while  the  past  year  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  buttons  were  re- 
ceived by  the  pupils.  This  increase  was  developed  through  con- 
tinued stress  on  posture  in  military  marching  and  gymnastic  drill 
for  intricate  muscular-development;  organized  games,  folk  danc- 
ing, social  dancing,  and  tumbling  for  large  muscle  activity. 

The  high  school  girls  began  basketball  early  in  the  fall.  Class 
games  were  enjoyed  in  the  form  of  an  elimination  tournament  with 
the  Seniors  the  winners.     The  following  girls  received  numerals: 

Anna  Tumenski,   (Capt.)  Mary  Golowka 

Bernice  Campbell  Katherine  Humphrey 

Florence  Golonka  Grace  Podlenski 

From  these  games  the  varsity  squad  was  chosen.  In  the  Girls' 
Hampshire  League  our  competitors  are  South  Deerfield,  Hadley, 
Hatfield,  and  Northampton.  We  also  scheduled  games  with  Green- 
field.    The  following  girls  received  letters: 

Anna  Tumenski  Madeline  Neveu 

Veronica   Bakula  Marylin   Couture 

Florence   Golonka,    (Capt.)  Mary  Mucha 

Mary  Golowka  Grace  Podlenski 

Helen  Hoynoski  Lillian  Eddy 

Elaine  Ducharme   Katherine  Humphrey,  (Mgr.) 
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This  past  year  was  the  first  time  the  grammar  school  girls 
have  had  an  opportunity  for  afternoon  sports.  During  February 
and  March  each  room  organized  one  or  more  basketball  teams.  Be- 
cause of  the  large  number  of  girls  interested  in  basketball,  each 
member  of  the  high  school  varsity  squad  was  assigned  a  team  to 
coach.  At  the  close  of  their  season,  a  tournament  was  played  and 
won  by  Miss  Gunn's  room. 

Little  was  accomplished  in  field  hockey  outside  of  classes 
in  the  high  school  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  impossible  to  sched- 
ule games.  The  grammar  school  girls  were  scheduled  to  play  the 
Greenfield  Junior  High.  It  was  postponed  due  to  inclement 
weather. 

At  this  time  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  and  supervisors  for 
their  cooperation  in  making  the  Annual  Field  Days  of  Millers  Falls, 
Montague  Town,  Montague  City,  and  Turners  Falls  a  success  as 
well  as  the  time  and  energy  spent  on  our  drive  for  "Better  Pos- 
ture". 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  you  and  Mr. 
Wrightson  for  guidance  and  cooperation  given  me  throughout  the 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GLADYS  M.  TOWNSLEY 
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REPORT  OF  TEACHER  OF  LIP  READING 

January  12,  1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E,  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  evidence  of  a 
growing  need  to  have  something  done  to  assist  the  child  who  has  a 
serious  loss  of  hearing  as  proved  by  audiometer  tests. 

Miss  Juliet  Whitteker,  Consultant  School  Nurse  of  the  State 
Department  of  Health,  and  Miss  Susan  Maccabe,  the  local  school 
nurse,  have  made  a  thorough  survey  during  1937  and  1938  in  the 
Town  of  Montague.  They  used  the  audiometer  supplied  by  the 
state  and  they  found  a  group  of  pupils,  about  fifty  in  number,  who 
have  enough  hearing  loss  to  warrant  special  attention.  Through 
the  untiring  interest  and  encouraging  cooperation  of  everyone  con- 
cerned, it  was  arranged  to  start  two  classes  in  lip  reading. 

From  a  group  of  forty-five  children  two  classes  were  formed 
early  in  November.  Of  this  number  fifteen  names  have  been 
dropped  for  various  reasons.  At  the  present  time  we  have  thirty 
children  enrolled  in  two  classes  which  meet  Monday  and  Wednes- 
day for  an  hour  each  day.  The  average  enrolment  has  been  twen- 
ty-nine pupils.  The  average  attendance  has  been  twenty-five,  which 
is  a  very  good  record. 

Interested  people  have  asked  the  question,  "Who  are  the  hard 
of  hearing?"  Anyone  may  become  hard  of  hearing  from  some 
illness  or  accident.  He  may  be  very  young  or  nearly  at  the  end  of 
his  educational  program.  He  can  come  from  a  wealthy  home  or 
from  a  poor  one.  He  can  be  an  extremely  intelligent  child  or  he 
may  belong  with  a  slower  group.  After  his  loss  has  been  discov- 
ered the  parents  should  be  notified  and,  if  possible,  they  should 
have  a  doctor  examine  the  child's  ears.  If  it  seems  probable  that 
the  condition  will  remain  unchanged  lip  reading  is  advisable  as 
early  as  possible,  at  the  same  time  keeping  the  child  in  regular 
school  classes  with  the  normally  hearing  children.  Then  the  child 
will  get  the  aid  of  lip  reading  to  supplement  his  impaired  hearing. 
The  child  is  then  able  to  keep  up  with  his  grade  or  maintain,  in 
many  cases,  honor  roll  standing.  Lip  reading  gives  the  naturally 
slow  child  added  confidence  and,  at  times,  a  decided  change  in  class 
personality. 

Concentration  is  so  necessary  to  become  a  good  lip  reader  that 
it  is  called  the  first  requirement.  What  does  this  do  for  a  child 
who  has  been  paying  listless,  indifferent  attention?  It  shows  in  all 
his  school  work.  There  is  another  very  important  thing  that  is 
learned  and  that  is  cooperation.  Lip  readers  learn  to  help  each 
other,  to  become  more  considerate  of  each  other.  Understanding 
sympathy  is  a  much  better  spirit  than  self -pitying  bitterness. 

What  is  lip  reading?  This  question  is  asked  frequently.  We 
say  that  lip  reading  is  an  art  that  trains  the  eye  to  understand 
speech  from  its  visible  aspect  alone.  To  a  greater  or  lesser  degree 
we  are  all  lip-readers  because  we  know  that  we  understand  any 
speaker  better  if  the  speaker's  face  can  be  seen.    If  this  is  so,  then 
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we  might  say  that  in  lip  reading  we  arouse  a  latent  power,  common 
to  us  all,  which  acquires  a  surer  skill  if  it  is  developed  by  means 
of  carefully  graded  lessons.  It  has  been  said  that  lip  reading  is 
educated  guess  work.    We  hope  to  go  beyond  that. 

For  the  past  few  weeks  the  work  has  been  very  encouraging 
and  we  hope  to  have  some  gratifying  results  in  the  near  future. 
Here  I  would  add  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  loyal  untiring  efforts 
of  those  persons  who  have  been  interested  in  promoting  the  work, 
there  would  have  been  no  chance  for  these  pupils  to  look  at  the 
world  with  new,  understanding  eyes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCE  A.  GILLETT 
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REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  CLASS  TEACHER 

Montague,  Mass.,  January  6,  1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Special  Class  teacher 
in  Montague  Center  School. 

For  the  past  year,  I  have  used  the  following  program  in  my 
class  with  the  exception  of  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays  when  the 
special  teachers  in  Drawing,  Music,  Physical  Education  and  Health 
came. 

Morning  Exercises:  Manual  or  Industrial  Arts,  Music,  Recess, 
Spelling,  Arithmetic. 

Noon:  Penmanship,  Language,  Physical  Education,  Social 
Studies,  Reading. 

Morning  exercises  consisted  in  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
Flag  Salute  and  in  the  singing  of  America  or  some  other  patriotic 
song.  This  time  was  sometimes  assigned  to  different  pupils  who 
planned  short  programs.  This  period  also  afforded  an  opportun- 
ity for  "Health  Inspection".  Children  were  checked  for  clean 
hands,  faces,  ears,  teeth  or  in  whatever  Health  habits  we  were 
trying  to  develop.  Results  of  these  inspections  were  recorded  on 
individual  graphs  and  charts.  We  used  this  time  also  to  prepare 
and  rehearse  plays  and  exercises  for  Holiday  programs. 

The  Manual  and  Industrial  Arts  period  was  sometimes  con- 
ducted in  our  home  room  but  usually  in  the  basement  where  the 
boys  could  use  the  tools  and  benches.  Manual  and  Industrial  Arts 
of  a  practical  and  educative  sort  are  of  the  utmost  importance  in 
the  training  of  Special  Class  children.  Unfortunately  these  child- 
ren are  often  no  more  gifted  in  manual  dexterity  than  in  academic 
ability,  but  what  skill  even  the  least  gifted  are  able  to  achieve  in 
manual  arts  can  be  made  to  contribute  to  their  motor  coordination 
and  their  sense  of  social  responsibility.  Much  can  be  accomplished 
in  the  shop  work  toward  teaching  boys  and  girls  habits  of  cleanli- 
ness, orderliness,  industry,  persistence,  punctuality,  and  coopera- 
tion with  their  fellow  workers.  Therefore  in  our  class  I  have  tried 
to  emphasize  the  importance  of  beginning  on  time,  working  steadi- 
ly on  a  job  until  it  is  completed;  of  exercising  initiative,  self-re- 
liance and  dependability,  of  using  what  judgment  they  possess  to 
carry  out  their  projects,  of  learning  by  their  failures  and  of  work- 
ing in  harmony  with  their  fellows. 

In  planning  the  work  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  consideration 
the  special  abilities  and  handicaps  of  each  child.  Some  children 
are  able  to  use  tools  readily  while  others  are  slow  and  clumsy. 
Directions  for  work  must  be  simple  and  direct.  I  have  found  dem- 
onstration of  each  step  to  be  an  effective  means  of  instruction. 
Stress  was  placed  on  accurate  measurements  and  neat,  clean  work, 
trying  to  do  each  part  equally  well  and  completing  a  project  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  child  might  be  proud  and  satisfied  with  his 
achievement.  As  far  as  possible  and  practical  each  child  was  al- 
lowed to  choose  his  own  project  and  select  its  finish  and  decora- 
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tion.  In  many  cases  the  children  took  the  articles  home,  paying  a 
small  amount  to  cover  cost  of  material.  The  remaining  articles 
we  sold  and  used  the  money  received  to  buy  material  for  further 
projects.  The  projects  included  the  following  articles  in  wood: 
toys,  end  tables,  book  cases  and  shelves,  magazine  holders,  knife, 
fork  and  spoon  boxes,  medicine  cabinets,  book  ends,  door  stops, 
stools,  necktie  racks,  sewing  cabinets,  and  knife  holders.  Other 
activities  we  have  pursued  in  Industrial  Arts  have  been  the  making 
of  hooked  rugs,  beaded  bags,  hot  dish  mats,  baskets,  mats  and  bowls 
of  crepe  paper,  popcorn  plates  and  glorified  glass  painting. 

The  girls  have  participated  in  the  Industrial  Arts  work  of  the 
boys  and  in  addition  have  made  embroidered  luncheon  sets,  buffet 
and  chair  sets,  scarfs,  holders,  towels  and  handkerchiefs. 

In  Music  the  rote  method  has  been  used.  We  have  learned 
Patriotic,  Sacred,  Community  and  Folk  songs,  also  several  popu- 
lar songs. 

The  Spelling  has  been  divided  into  four  groups  in  order  to  meet 
all  levels  of  ability  of  the  group.  The  highest  group  have  studied 
words  of  fifth  and  sixth  grade  difficulty  and  the  lowest  groups  first 
and  second  grade  words.  The  teaching  has  been  largely  individual. 
Each  child  has  a  Spelling  blank  where  the  words  were  written.  As 
greater  emphasis  is  put  upon  the  written  word  in  real  life  we  sel- 
dom spell  orally  except  in  study  periods.  The  Spelling  vocabulary 
was  also  restricted  to  words  which  would  be  used  in  written  school 
work  and  words  which  would  be  likely  to  be  used  when  the  pupil 
leaves  school.  We  kept  a  Spelling  graph  on  the  blackboard  where 
the  average  of  each  group  was  recorded  each  week. 

The  Arithmetic  subject  matter  taught  should  be  based  upon 
the  material  which  the  slow  learning  child  can  comprehend  and 
upon  the  basis  of  whether  it  will  pay  him  to  learn  it.  I  try  to  have 
every  child  know  the  fundamentals  and  processes  of  addition,  sub- 
traction, multiplication  and  division.  For  those  who  will  soon  leave 
school  I  have  given  simple  problems  in  measurements;  problems 
involving  the  use  and  spending  of  money,  spending  considerable 
time  in  making  change  after  imaginary  purchases;  the  use  of  sim- 
ple fractions  with  which  they  come  in  contact  in  real  life. 

The  Individual  method  has  been  used  almost  entirely,  each 
child  being  helped  every  day.  By  this  method  each  child  pro- 
gresses as  fast  as  he  is  able.  Several  children  completed  the  work 
of  the  fifth  grade. 

I  have  Penmanship  the  first  period  each  afternoon  as  a  basis 
for  written  Language  which  follows.  We  work  for  neatness,  legi- 
bility and  uniformity.  Several  children  received  the  certificates 
awarded  by  the  A.  N.  Palmer  Co.  One  received  the  advanced  certi- 
ficate and  is  now  excused  from  formal  practice. 

The  teaching  of  Language  should  not  be  restricted  to  a  given 
period  of  the  day.  Good  speech  is  a  matter  of  habit  and  in  order 
to  acquire  it  one  must  strive  constantly  to  attain  it.  In  all  school 
activities  that  has  been  my  goal.  We  have  tried  to  attain  the  habit 
of  good  speech  through  oral  stories,  language  games,  picture  study, 
memory  work  and  informal  discussions.  Our  written  work  has 
consisted  of  exercises  for  correct  word  usage,  short  paragraphs 
and  stories,  letter  writing  and  sentences  using  spelling  words. 

The  Physical  Education  work  we  follow  under  direction  of 
Miss  Townsley.     It  consists  of  exercises  and  games. 

I  have  two  groups  in  Geography  and  History.     The  higher 
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group  completed  the  foui-th  grade  work  in  both  Geography  and 
History  and  are  now  taking  up  fifth  grade  lessons  in  both  subjects. 

The  lower  group  have  had  activities  in  "Food,  Shelter  and 
Clothing"  projects,  for  which  they  use  work  books.  In  History  I 
read  them  stories  of  "The  Cave  Men",  "The  Tree  Dwellers",  In- 
dians, Eskimos  and  the  Dutch.  Each  month  we  learned  about  some 
character  or  group  of  people  appropriate  for  that  month. 

In  reading  I  continued  the  method  which  was  started  last 
year  of  giving  more  difficult  books  to  read  to  those  children  whom 
I  thought  would  be  leaving  school  or  be  transferred  to  another 
grade.  The  stories  in  the  books  were  better  adapted  to  their  ages 
and  interests  and  reading  improved  accordingly.  Since  September 
I  have  divided  the  class  into  three  groups.  The  highest  group  is 
now  reading  a  book  of  fourth  grade  difficulty.  The  others  are 
reading  books  of  first  and  second  grade  difficulty. 

Although  these  children  as  a  whole  will  probably  never  read 
for  recreatory  value,  they  should  know  at  least  the  rudiments  of 
reading  in  order  to  protect  themselves  in  certain  forms  of  danger 
and  to  get  about  in  the  community  as  successfully  and  independ- 
ently as  possible  after  they  leave  school.  I  spend  some  time  usu- 
ally every  day  reading  to  them  from  books  and  magazines.  In  this 
way  they  get  a  fund  of  knowledge  which  they  would  otherwise 
never  receive,  and  I  am  rewarded  by  their  pleasure  and  enjoyment 
of  the  stories. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  assistance 
and  cooperation  you  and  Mr.  Cox  have  given  me  in  my  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARIAN  E.  COWAN. 
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REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  CLASS  TEACHER 


Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  January  12,   1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke, 
Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  as  teacher  of  the  Oppor- 
tunity Class  in  the  Grammar  School. 

This  year  I  have  twenty  pupils,  four  girls  and  sixteen  boys. 
They  range  from  ten  to  sixteen  years  chronologically  and  from 
four  to  eleven  years  mentally.  All  the  children  are  of  varying 
abilities  and  interests.  Some  are  doing  fifth  grade  reading  and 
only  third  grade  English.  I  have  several  groups  in  all  subjects  so 
that  the  children  get  the  work  of  which  they  are  capable.  It  is 
necessary  that  they  do  work  of  which  they  are  mentally  capable 
and  not  work  which  is  too  difficult  for  them  because  they  must 
have  that  feeling  of  success  which  comes  with  accomplishing  some- 
thing well. 

To  develop  reading  ability  is  a  major  function  of  the  elemen- 
tary school,  and  each  child  should  be  taught  as  much  of  the 
mechanics  of  reading  and  as  much  of  the  process  of  getting  thought 
from  the  printed  page  as  his  mental  equipment  will  permit  him  to 
acquire.  In  attempting  to  reach  the  goal  of  self-controlled,  self- 
supporting  citizenship,  the  ability  to  do  more  or  less  reading  plays 
a  very  important  part.  A  person  who  can  read  will  respect  him- 
self more  and  will  be  of  more  value  to  the  community  if  he  mas- 
ters some  reading.  He  is  less  apt  to  meet  with  accidents,  and  more 
apt  to  be  able  to  earn  a  living  if  he  knows  something  of  reading. 
The  comparatively  few  reading  needs  are  the  following: 

1.  Reading  for  information  or  instruction. 

2.  Reading  for  protection. 

3.  Reading  for  pleasure. 

In  our  class,  we  aim  to  fulfill  these  needs.  Special  emphasis  is 
placed  on  the  reading  of  signs,  especially  danger  signs,  such  as, 
"Stop — Look — Listen,"  "Dangerous  Curve,"  "School — Go  Slow", 
and  "Danger".  As  a  result  of  this  training,  two  of  our  boys  were 
chosen  as  Patrol  Boys  whose  duty  is  to  escort  the  children  through 
the  danger  zones  at  the  dismissal  of  school. 

Reading  is  the  subject  in  which  the  Special  Class  children  are 
the  weakest  and  so,  much  time  is  given  to  it.  The  younger  child- 
ren read  the  primers,  but  the  older  ones  are  allowed  to  read  books 
from  which  they  derive  much  knowledge,  such  as  information 
about  different  inventors,  presidents,  and  scientists.  They  man- 
age to  get  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  in  this  way.  As  the  ability  of 
the  children's  reading  varies,  we  have  several  groups  and  two  or 
three  who  have  individual  work  in  order  that  they  may  progress 
as  fast  as  their  mental  abilities  will  allow  them. 

In  accordance  with  the  idea  that  Arithmetic  should  be  con- 
fined "to  those  processes  which  are  fundamental  in  character  and 
are  needed  by  ninety  per  cent  of  the  people  in  America  who  do  not 
go  to  high  school",  and  that  problems  be  limited  to  those  "that 
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arise  in  the  lives  of  the  children  and  in  the  homes  and  commun- 
ities of  the  average  family",  I  give  the  children  only  that  Arith- 
metic that  will  be  necessary  to  them  and  for  which  they  can  see 
the  need.     They  learn  the  following: 

1.  Combinations  in  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication  and 
division. 

2.  Practical  knowledge  of  measurements  and  time. 

3.  Use  of  tables  of  weights  and  measures. 

4.  Common  knowledge  of  fractions. 

5.  Common  knowledge  of  business  application  of  percentage. 

6.  Ability  to  recognize  postal  forms,  checks,  money  orders, 
deposits,  deposit  slips,  deposit  books,  endorsing  of  checks,  experi- 
ences with  various  phases  of  business  life,  and  dangers  of  indors- 
ing checks. 

Legibility  is  the  chief  goal  in  penmanship  and  this  requires 
the  achievement  of  muscular  coordination,  proper  posture,  and 
proper  manipulation  of  the  pencil.  It  is  essential  for  the  child 
to  form  the  habit  of  transferring  his  best  penmanship  to  his  or- 
dinary requirements  in  writing.  After  the  bare  essentials  have 
been  acquired,  the  best  practice  that  can  be  given  to  him  is  in 
immediate  connection  with  his  writing  activities.  Written  language 
and  penmanship  are  thus  supplementary  to  each  other. 

The  ability  to  use  language  as  an  accurate  expression  of 
ideas  and  feelings  is  an  art,  and  so  we  do  not  expect  too  much  from 
the  children  in  the  Opportunity  Class.  The  chief  aims  in  language 
are  the  following: 

1.  To  create  a  desire  to  talk. 

2.  To  help  the  child  feel  at  ease  and  speak  freely  on  sub- 
jects that  are  of  interest  to  him. 

3.  To  widen  and  enrich  the  child's  interest  and  fund  of  in- 
formation. 

4.  To  promote  orderly  thinking  and  talking. 

6.  To  teach  the  child  to  articulate  distinctly. 

7.  To  increase  the  child's  vocabulary. 

8.  To  encourage  the  use  of  complete  sentences  and  to  over- 
come as  much  as  possible  speech  defects. 

We  have  periods  when  each  child  may  tell  any  experience 
which  he  chooses  and  talk  about  anything  of  interest  to  him.  We 
usually  have  it  very  informal  so  that  each  one  will  feel  that  he  is 
merely  talking  to  his  classmates  and  is  not  making  a  speech. 

Spelling  should  be  thought  of  as  a  necessary  aid  to  written 
English  and  not  as  a  separate  subject.  Daily  memorization  of 
words  has  generally  no  carry-over  where  spelling  is  needed.  Real 
challenge  questions  with  mentally  retarded  children  are: 

1.  "What  words  do  I  need  to  know  in  order  to  carry  on  my 
work?" 

2.  "How  often  can  I  make  use  of  the  words  I  am  learning 
to  spell?" 

Thus,  if  they  see  a  real  need  for  spelling,  they  will  approach  it 
with  more  interest.  Spelling  is  not  taught  formally  until  a  child 
is  nine  or  ten  years  old  mentally.  Until  that  time,  it  is  only  inci- 
dental. Words  which  are  frequently  used  are  the  ones  which 
should  be  taught,  as  a  child  has  little  need  for  the  unusual  word, 
I  use  the  "study  test"  method  with  the  children  and  the  idea  of 
it  is  as  follows: 
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1.  Vivid  picturing  of  words  as  a  whole,  and  then  in  parts. 
I  write  the  words  on  the  board  and  pronounce  them. 

2.  Attentive  repetition  of  words. 

3.  Using  words  in  a  sentence  to  get  the  meaning  of  them. 

4.  Automatic  control  through  drill  and  practice. 

As  far  as  Social  Science  is  concerned,  we  do  not  go  into  it 
very  extensively.  We  aim  mainly  to  help  the  child  to  gain  an  in- 
telligent grasp,  as  far  as  his  capacity  permits,  of  the  whole  world  in 
which  he  lives.  History,  Geography,  and  Nature  Study  are  very 
closely  interwoven.  We  have  discussions  on  the  present  European 
situation  in  relation  to  our  own  country,  and  then  through  this 
discussion  the  children  find  out  where  the  different  countries  are 
located,  what  type  of  government  each  country  has,  and  what  each 
imports  and  exports.  Here  again  we  have  our  group  system.  The 
older  children,  who  do  understand  more,  can  go  ahead  and  find 
out  as  much  as  they  can  while  the  younger  children  use  the  com- 
munity as  their  course  of  study,  finding  out  about  the  community 
officials,  the  public  buildings  and  the  ways  in  which  the  community 
helps  them. 

Household  Science  can  and  does  provide  a  well-rounded  train- 
ing for  both  boys  and  girls.  In  related  academic  work,  abundant 
opportunities  are  offered  for  application  of  important  knowledge. 
Counting  and  measuring,  figuring  costs  of  food  and  equipment, 
and  comparison  of  values  provide  the  means  for  developing  an  ap- 
preciation of  the  value  of  arithmetic  and  for  the  incidental  teaching 
of  number  processes.  We  have  cooking  once  a  week  for  an  hour 
and  a  half.  Both  the  girls  and  the  boys  enjoy  it  very  much.  The 
kitchen  is  a  splendid  place  for  children  to  learn  to  cooperate  with 
one  another.  We  have  five  groups  and  so  equipment,  space  and 
materials  have  to  be  shared  continuously.  If  time  is  wasted,  the 
food  will  not  be  ready  on  time.  Therefore,  the  value  of  time  is 
learned.  Moreover,  the  ability  to  cook  well,  and  to  clean  well  de- 
pends considerably  on  the  habits  of  perseverance  and  "stick-to-it- 
iveness"  of  the  individual.  Cooking  and  cleaning  give  such  under- 
standable results  that  they  aid  greatly  the  development  of  these 
habits.  We  have  made  things  which  are  not  too  expensive,  which 
can  be  made  at  home,  and  which  will  be  nutritious. 

The  value  of  Music  can  scarcely  be  overestimated.  It  is  a 
means  of  expression  and  is  used  to  make  the  retarded  child  happy 
through  appreciation  and  participation.  Miss  Argy  plays  records 
for  the  children  and  explains  the  music  to  them  so  that  they  can 
understand  and  enjoy  it.  For  their  singing,  she  chooses  chiefly 
familiar  and  popular  songs  which  are  not  too  difficult  and  \vh  ■ 
the  children  will  want  to  sing  away  from  school. 

Almost  every  branch  of  handicraft  offers  some  opportunity 
for  the  mentally  retarded  child  to  develop  creative  ability.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  activities  which  we  have  used : 

1.  Chair  caning. 

2.  Beaded  and  leather  pocketbooks. 

3.  Book  ends. 

4.  Book  cases. 

5.  Hooked  chair  seat  covers. 

6.  Knitting. 

7.  Embroidery. 

8.  Weaving. 

Since  home  conditions  have  such  a  marked  influence  on  the 
children,  I  have  visited  the  homes  of  many  of  my  pupils  during  the 
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past  year.    My  chief  purposes  in  doing  so  have  been  the  following: 

1.  To  create  a  better  understanding  between  the  home  and 
the  school. 

2.  To  secure  the  cooperation  of  the  home  in  the  development 
of  correct  habits,  attitudes,  and  appreciations  in  the  child. 

3.  To  develop  desirable  family  attitudes  toward  the  child. 
From  my  visits  I  have  found  out  such  things  as  the  time  the  child- 
ren retire,  some  facts  about  their  food  habits,  their  interests  out- 
side of  school,  and  their  conduct  at  home. 

As  soon  as  a  child  has  overcome  his  particular  difficulty  he 
is  able  to  return  to  the  grade  for  which  he  is  fitted.  This  past  year 
two  pupils  returned  to  the  regular  grades  and  both  are  getting 
along  very  well. 

In  closing  I  should  like  to  thank  you  for  your  help  and  co- 
operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  A.  NORTON. 
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REPORT  OF  AMERICANIZATION   CLASSES 

Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  January  18,  1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Supervisor  of  Amer- 
icanization in  the  Town  of  Montague. 

This  year  I  opened  the  Americanization  Classes  in  October 
with  renewed  vigor  and  enthusiasm  after  having  attended  the  sum- 
mer school  courses  offered  at  Hyannis  by  our  State  Supervisor  of 
Adult  Alien  Education,  Miss  Mary  L.  Guyton.  Such  close  contact 
with  a  person  who  has  made  the  problems  and  difficulties  of  the 
foreign-born  her  life  work  cannot  fail  to  inspire  one  with  a  desire 
to  help  in  fulfilling  the  accomplishments  she  visualizes,  namely  the 
eradication  of  illiteracy  from  our  Commonwealth  and  the  enrol- 
ment of  all  aliens  as  citizens  with  a  thorough  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Her  very  clear  explanation  of  methods  and  techniques  with 
many  actual  demonstrations  of  classroom  procedure  and  my  own 
participation  in  the  development  of  panels  and  forums  gave  me  an 
understanding  of  the  latest  philosophy  of  education  and  increased 
my  self-confidence  in  handling  the  difficulties  of  adult  education. 

On  Miss  Guyton's  advice,  I  also  took  the  course  in  Basic  Eng- 
lish given  by  Miss  Charlotte  Tyler,  Research  Secretary  of  the  Or- 
thological  Committee,  Payne  Fund,  New  York.  This  is  a  system 
of  English,  invented  by  Mr.  C.  K.  Ogden  of  Cambridge  University, 
England,  in  which  there  are  eight  hundred  and  fifty  words  and 
simple,  regular  rules  for  the  use  of  them.  With  this  list  of  words, 
the  learner  builds  up  his  knowledge  of  English,  both  vocabulary 
and  structure,  from  the  most  fundamental  ingredients  of  the  lan- 
guage. If  he  does  not  want  to  go  on  studying  when  he  has  been 
through  the  system,  he  has  enough  English  for  writing  letters, 
and  for  making  statements,  either  in  writing  or  talking,  about  any 
state  of  affairs  which  concern  him — all  in  good,  smooth  English. 
The  fact  that  Basic  English  actually  employs  only  sixteen  verbs 
makes  it  appear  to  be  quite  revolutionary;  but  it  permits  a  word- 
economy  which  would  not  otherwise  have  been  attainable.  In  my 
work,  I  have  stressed  many  of  its  principles,  but  I  have  not  limit- 
ed myself  strictly  to  Basic  English. 

We  opened  our  classes  in  October  with  an  enrolment  of  sixty 
which  compares  favorably  with  last  year  when  we  had  fifty-eight 
members.  At  our  graduation  in  March,  we  gave  out  fifty-four  cer- 
tificates. This  means  that  fifty-four  people  had  satisfactorily  com- 
pleted the  work  of  their  respective  classes.  It  makes  me  very 
happy  to  report  that  the  attendance  of  our  night  school  members 
has  always  been  very  good,  and  this  year  is  no  exception. 

I  have  charge  of  the  Advanced  Class,  in  which  the  fundamen- 
tal work  is  a  study  of  the  Constitution.  As  I  have  stated  in  pre- 
vious reports,  I  am  amazed  at  the  ease  with  which  the  men  and 
women  in  this  class  grasp  the  meaning  of  difficult  expressions  deal- 
ing with  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.    The  opinions  and  ques- 
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tions  they  bring  up  for  discussion  and  their  interest  in  current  leg- 
islation and  events  serve  to  keep  them  and  me  abreast  of  the 
times. 

Comprehension  by  these  people  of  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution would  not  be  possible  if  it  were  not  for  the  splendid  train- 
ing they  receive  in  the  Beginners'  and  Intermediate  Classes.  Mrs. 
Myles  Keough  has  for  the  past  several  years  had  charge  of  the 
Intermediate  Class.  She  has  developed  a  splendid  course  which 
adequately  fills  the  gap  between  the  Beginners'  and  Advanced 
Classes  and  has  succeeded  in  making  it  so  interesting  that  her  class 
is  very  popular. 

This  year  we  were  very  sorry  that  Miss  Blondena  Argy,  who 
had  most  successfully  handled  the  Beginners'  Class  in  the  past,  did 
not  care  to  continue  the  work  but  were  most  fortunate  in  having 
as  her  successor  Miss  Claire  Dillon,  a  teacher  with  training  and  ex- 
perience in  adult  alien  education.  Never  have  I  fully  realized 
the  problems  of  the  teacher  of  the  Beginner's  Class  until  I  took 
charge  of  this  class  in  a  neighboring  town,  but  now  I  deeply  ap- 
preciate the  hard  work  involved  in  developing  this  course.  That 
it  has  been  such  a  success  in  this  town  is  due  to  the  untiring  efforts 
of  the  teachers. 

As  I  have  many  times  stated  in  reports,  we  Americanization 
teachers  are  glad  to  assist  anyone  in  straightening  out  entangle- 
ments incidental  to  citizenship  or  in  filling  out  citizenship  papers. 
Since  I  fully  realize  how  much  time  clerical  work  of  this  type  takes, 
I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  teachers  who  have  so 
kindly  cooperated  with  me  and  have  so  willingly  given  their  ser- 
vices. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  PETER  FOLEY. 
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REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS 

January  12,  1939. 

Mr.  Arthur  E,  Burke, 
Supt.  of  Schools, 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: — 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  school  physician  for  Precinct 
No.  1  for  the  school  year  beginning  in  September,  1938. 

The  physical  examinations  were  completed  at  an  early  date,^ 
and,  as  in  other  years,  separate  examinations  were  made  of  all 
boys  and  girls  engaging  in  athletic  activities.  Many  students  were 
seen  at  my  office. 

The  school  system  has  been  unusually  free  from  the  more 
serious  contagious  and  epidemic  types  of  illness.  At  present,  the 
common  cold  and  grippe  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the  absences 
reported. 

The  general  health  of  the  students  is  exceptionally  good  and 
there  has  been  a  gratifying  response  noted  in  the  definite  progress 
made  in  the  correction  of  defects  previously  existing. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  aided  me  in  this  work. 

Respectfully, 

K.  W.  B.  JACOBUS,  M.D. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 

Millers  Falls,  Mass.,  January  6,  1939. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  annual  physical  examination  of  the  pupils  of  the  High- 
land School  was  made  early  in  the  school  year.  I  have  visited  the 
schools  regularly  since  and  have  investigated  individual  cases  called 
to  my  attention  by  the  teachers. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  a  serious  contagious  disease 
and  the  general  health  and  physical  development  of  the  pupils  is 
very  satisfactory. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  WOODBURY,  M.D. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 

Montague,  Mass.,  January  23,  1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E,  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  fall  examination  of  the  pupils  attending  the  Montague 
Center  School  was  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

Better  nutrition  and  care  of  the  person  was  noticeable,  show- 
ing that  the  pupils  themselves  were  really  interested  in  the  improve- 
ment over  some  of  the  conditions  of  past  years. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  A.  COOKE,  M.D. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 

Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  January  10,   1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  School  Nurse  of  the 
Town  of  Montague. 

The  primary  purpose  of  health  teaching  in  the  schools  is  to 
prepare  the  pupils  for  a  happy  and  healthy  life.  The  aim  of  the 
schools  is  to  prepare  the  child  for  complete  living.  It  is  the  logical 
thing  to  teach  children  good  health  habits  as  a  part  of  their  gen- 
eral education.  We  all  recognize  that  health  training  in  the  home 
is  basic — but  the  school  may  strengthen  and  add  to  the  home  train- 
ing. In  cases  where  parents  are  not  sufficiently  informed  the 
schools  have  to  do  more.  Learning  by  actual  doing  is  the  most 
effective  way  of  all  learning.  Especially  is  this  true  in  regard  to 
health  education. 

Each  teacher  and  supervisor  does  his  or  her  individual  part  to 
advance  the  health  teaching,  be  it  the  physical  director.  Miss  Town- 
sley;  the  art  supervisor,  Miss  DesOrmeaux;  Mrs.  Taber  or  Mrs. 
Covey,  who  serve  ideal,  well  planned  lunches  for  the  children. 
Such  illustrations  show  how  the  schools  are  achieving  the  goal  of 
a  healthy  child  in  a  healthy  community. 

During  the  year  1938  we  had  extra  advantages  of  help  from 
the  Massachusetts  State  Department  of  Health.  Miss  Whitteker, 
Consultant  in  Public  Health  Nursing,  tested  and  retested  with  the 
audiometer  the  extent  of  hearing  loss  in  the  children.  All  child- 
ren in  the  third  grades  and  those  whose  hearing  was  impaired  last 
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year  were  re-tested  to  detect  any  further  loss  of  hearing.  As  a 
result  of  these  audiometer  tests  a  trained  teacher  of  lip-reading 
was  engaged  by  the  School  Department.  Thirty  children  are  hav- 
ing this  great  opportunity  of  learning  to  read  the  lips.  Some  of 
these  children  were  repeaters  in  their  grades  because  of  their 
deafness. 

The  School  Department  could  put  a  loud  speaker  in  the  class- 
rooms for  these  children.  That  would  be  the  simplest  solution  but 
for  the  child's  future  life  after  he  leaves  school  the  hard  of  hear- 
ing pupil  must  learn  to  read  the  lips.  We  are  proud  to  state  that 
the  Town  of  Montague  is  the  third  town  in  Western  Massachusetts 
to  employ  a  teacher  of  lip-reading  although  children  in  city  schools 
have  had  this  for  many  years, 

A  nutritionist  and  a  dental  hygienist  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Health  have  given  us  their  services  and  expert  advice.  It 
is  advantages  such  as  these  that  give  the  Town  of  Montague  the 
reputation  of  being  progressive  in  health  education. 

In  December  the  Chest  Clinic  was  completed.  X-ray  pic- 
tures were  taken  of  thirteen  of  our  pupils.  This  clinic  has  been 
conducted  in  our  schools  for  twelve  years  and  is  of  inestimable 
value  in  arresting  the  development  of  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
tract. 

The  annual  examination  of  all  pupils  was  completed  in  Octo- 
ber by  the  school  physicians,  Dr.  Jacobus,  Dr.  Cooke,  and  Dr. 
Woodbury.  Notice  of  any  physical  defect  that  was  found  at  that 
time  was  sent  to  the  parents.  Pupils  are  weighed  twice  yearly 
and  any  seriously  underweight  child  is  visited  at  home  and  advice 
is  given  as  to  rest,  diet  and  correction  of  any  physical  defect.  A 
building-up  program  is  outlined  for  the  parents'  guidance. 

During  the  year  1938  there  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness. 
From  February  through  May  there  was  an  epidemic  of  scarlet 
fever.  A  great  number  of  children  were  exposed  to  the  disease 
and  were  excluded  from  school.  This  seriously  affected  the  gen- 
eral attendance. 

In  the  past  ten  years  we  have  advanced  a  great  deal  in  health 
education  but  we  need  better  cooperation  between  the  school  and 
the  home.  Without  this  cooperation,  health  education  does  not 
advance.  Especially  is  this  noted  in  the  care  of  children's  teeth. 
Children  in  the  Nursery  School,  the  first  and  second  grades,  have 
lost  some  of  the  most  important  teeth.  Oral  hygiene  is  taught  in 
the  schools  but  it  is  strange  that  parents  do  not  do  their  part  to- 
ward helping  the  child  to  a  happy  future  life.  How  can  the  child 
have  good  health  when  he  has  abscessed  teeth  and  dental  caries. 
If  we  could  give  adequate  care  to  a  child's  teeth  until  he  reaches 
the  third  grade  or  nine  years  of  age,  we  would  have  healthier, 
stronger  and  more  mentally  alert  boys  and  girls. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
you,  Mr.  Burke,  and  to  the  teachers  and  supervisors  for  the  fine 
spirit  of  cooperation  and  helpfulness  they  have  extended  to  me. 

Number  of  visits  to  schools  614 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  327 

Number  of  visits  to  social  agencies  64 

Number  of  office  visits  102 

Number  of  clinics  6 

Number  of  children  fitted  to  glasses  36 
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Correction  of  dental  defects  212 

Number  of  children  excluded  for  impetigo, 

pediculosis  5 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  MACCABE,  R.N. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  ATTENDANCE 

Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  January  5,  1939 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Attendance  Officer  for  Precinct 
1  for  the  year  1938: 

Children  kept  at  home  on  account  of  illness  41 

Children  kept  at  home  by  parents  22 

Children  who  had  left  town  2 

Children  found  working  5 

Children  returned  from  streets  6 

Children  kept  at  home  for  other  reasons  28 


Total  104 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  P.  CASEY. 
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ENROLMENT  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS,  MONTAGUE 
September,    1937 
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1  23   15   15   15   43   Ill 

2  25   16    8   15   64   128 

3  19   16   12   11   59   117 

4  20   13   14   13   70   130 

5  24   22    9   13  66       134 

6  18   15   10    2   57   27   129 

7  23   13   15   87   138 

8  18   20   15   95   148 

9  170  170 

10  136  136 

11  126  126 

12  105  105 

13  8  8 


Special  

13       

20       33 

Total 

183     130 

98 

69     107 

129 

123     229     545  1,613 
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1  22   15   11   19   55   Z   Z   Z   Z  122 

2  19   14   12   13   39   97 

3  20   17   10   15   63   125 

4  19   15   11    8   51   104 

5  17   12   18   13   68   128 

6  30   24    7   13   66       140 

7  17   12    9    2   81   121 

8  26   15   15   89   145 

9  167  167 

10  162  162 

11  = 128  128 

12 118  118 

13  18  18 


Special 

10      

21       31 

Total 

180     124 

93 

83 

94     114     134     191     593  1,606 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES  OF  THE  CLASS  OF  1938 

Turners  Falls  High  School 

HIGH  SCHOOL  AUDITORIUM 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  23,  1938 


PROGRAM 


PROCESSIONAL: 

Triumphal  March  from  "Aida"  Verdi 

High  School  Orchestra 

HONOR  ESSAY: 

"The  Power  of  the  Imagination" Helen  Fronckus 

HONOR  ESSAY: 

"The  Place  of  Humor  in  the  World" Helen  Zayac 

ORCHESTRA  SELECTION: 

Fireflies Lincke 

High  School  Orchestra 

COMMENCEMENT  ADDRESS: 

"Educating  for  the  Public  Service" 

Mr.  C.  Ray  Hansen 

PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS: 

Arthur  E.  Burke,  Superintendent  of  Schools 

AWARD  OF  MEDALS: 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  Medal — Theodore  Aitken 
Washington  and  Franklin  Medal — Antoinette  Waraksa 
Becker  College  Medal — Helen  Zayac 

Constitution  Essay  Medal — Regina  Milowski,  Class  of  1940 
Principal  George  F.  Wrightson 

SINGING  OF  CLASS  SONG: 

Class  of  1938 

SINGING  OF  ALMA  MATER  SONG: 

Student  Body 

RECESSIONAL: 

March  Pontificale _ Gounod 

High  School  Orchestra 

Class  Motto:  "SUCCEED— WE  CAN,  WE  MUST" 
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GRADUATES  OF  TURNERS  FALLS  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Class  of  1938 


*Theodore  R.  Aitken 
Elizabeth  Farwell  Bankwitz 
Richard  Arthur  Beaubien 
Viola  Katherine  Belado 
Alice  Louise  Billings 
William  Edward  Bitzer 
Lillian  F.  Cahill 

*Bernice  M.  Campbell 
Harold  A.  Campbell 
Mary  Frances  Cislo 
Emanuel  H.  Cohen 
Gerald  Louis  Couture 
Henry  Andrew  Dlugosz 
Helen  Mary  Dobosz 
Chester  Charles  Dziadziak 
Clara  Mabel  Eddy 
^*  Joseph  John  Foley 
Rolland  R.  Fritz 
Jt*Helen  Marcel  Fronckus 
Harold  R.  Fugere 
Alphonse  A.  Gagne 
Kathleen  H.  Garneau 
Rita  Patricia  Gewehr 
Winifred  Theresa  Gewehr 
Albert  B.  Giknis 

*Robert  S.  Gingras 
Joseph  A.  Girard 
Florence  D.  Golonka 

*Mary  Madeline  Golowka 
Marion  Louise  Greene 
Rita  Mary-Louise  Guilbault 
Germaine  K.  Gulo 
Alice  M.  Guy 
Ellen  Theresa  Hanley 
C.  Warren  Hitchcock 
Katherine  P.  Humphrey 
Frances  Helen  Jalicki 
Myles  P.  Johnson 
Alice  Mildred  Kallins 
Amelia  Mary  Ann  Kawecki 
Andrew  B.  Kochensky 
Marie  Victoria  Kopec 
Alice  Rose  Korzenecka 
Nellie  F.  Kosewicz 
Josephine  Eleanor  Kuklewicz 
Stanley  Frank  Kuklewicz 
Harold  Bernard  LaChapelle 

*Dorothy  Wanda  Lazars 
Theodore  LeMoine 
Jeannette  B.  Lessard 
Robert  F.  Leveille 
Faustina  E.  Marino 
Harold  Stephen  McCarthy 


Gladys  Mae  Merriott 
Anna  Mary  Monkiewicz 
Walter  M.  Monkiewicz 
Raymond  J.  Morin 
Ernestine  A.  Nadeau 
Walter  Thomas  Niedbala 
Mary  Bernadette  O'Connell 

*  Helen  Margaret  Parks 

*  Kenneth  Walker  Parsons 

*  Henry  A.  Parzick 
Elaine  Beryl  Perkins 
Lillian  Marie  Petrin 
Cecelia  Pauline  Piskor 
Grace  Theresa  Podlenski 
Sylvia  Anne  Podling 
Louis  S.  Pogoda 

Julia  Quinn 
Donald  J.  Regan 

*  Leonard  Richmond 

*  Lucille  Mary  Rivet 
Robert  Louis  Ross 
Anna  Christine  Schab 
Marie  Hazel  Schuhle 
Ruth  Evelyn  Sears, 
James  Arthur  Shebell 
Robert  A.  Shebell 

*John  F.  Sojka,  Jr. 
Wallace  C.  Sojka 
Max  Solomon 
Wallace  Charles  Stebbins 
Rita  Marie  St.  Germain 
Wilton  F.  Stone 
Jacob  William  Stotz 
Daniel  Tanyuk 
Helen  Anne  Terlikoski 

*Ruth  Eugenia  Tibbetts 
Jessie  Blondena  Tranowski 
Anne  Patricia  Tumenski 
Alf  reda  Honora  Viencek 
Genevieve  D.  Villeneuve 
Bartholomew  J.  Vivier 

^Antoinette  E.  Waraksa 

*Harris  A.  Ward 
Paul  Steele  Wattles 
Edwin  Raymond  Welcome 
Ernestine  Elizabeth  Welcome 
Mary  Elizabeth  Weston 
Edward  John  Yarmac 
$t*Helen  T.  Zayac 

Helen  Ellaine  Zewinski 
Stephen  A.  Zmuda 
Anna  P.  Zukowski 


*  Members  of  Pro  Merito  Society 
t  Honor  Essayists 

i  Honorary  Membership  Woman's  Club 
^  Winner  of  Rotary  Club  Award 


